News of Interest for and from the Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc.

President’s Corner
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday and had a chance to
spend some quality time with family and friends. The days seem to go by so
quickly that most of us don’t get enough time to relax and enjoy some downtime.
Our most recent seminar was presented by Bob Russell of Glen Gate Pools
and was well received by our members. Bob’s lecture focused on pool inspections and the quality of his presentation was obvious, as there were no early
departures even beyond the scheduled time slot. Although most of us do not
perform pool inspections, Bob delivered the material in an engaging manner
and from and inspector’s point of view, which made his presentation very informative and interesting. Way to go Bob! For those who did not get a chance
to attend and may be interested in learning about the “in’s and out’s” of pools
and general safety tips, we will invite Bob back upon request.
Don’t forget about our upcoming January 10th 2012 Law Seminar _ The Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors cordially invites you to attend an exciting and informative Home Inspection Law Seminar presented by Connecticut's premier home inspection law expert, Attorney Kent Mawhinney. Attorney
Mawhinney presents home inspection legal issues in an interesting and informative manner which includes tips and anecdotes that help keep the material fresh year after year. The CAHI sponsored Law Seminar provides dinner,
refreshments, door prizes, entertainment, and a certificate upon completion.
This is the 3-hour CT Law Seminar required once every license renewal cycle.
If you sign up early your fee will only be $79.00. If you didn’t have a chance to
attend the last two seminars some of the door prizes alone well exceeded the
price to come. You can’t beat that anywhere!
As a quick update, our board met this month and despite a lengthy agenda, we
worked out a viable framework for priorities as we move into 2012. I hope that
we will accomplish these goals in a relative short period of time.
One of my goals is to connect with as many of our members as possible, so, if
I have not had the opportunity to meet you yet, please expect that I will be
reaching out to you soon by e-mail or phone.
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Finally, just a reminder there will be no meeting in December. On behalf of the
board, we want to wish everyone a very wonderful holiday and a happy new
year. Please stay healthy and safe. See everyone soon!
Scott Monforte, President
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CAHI Chapters?
By Stan Bajerski, CAHI Director
Knowledge and information is the key to success in any endeavor. The Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors is no different.
Providing quality education to the membership is the first and foremost objective of this organization. QUALITY being the operative
word.
Over the recent years the economy has taken a nose dive. The housing market has been affected tremendously. That hits us all in
the proverbial “pocketbook”. With that, CAHI’s membership is down, not to mention the number of inspectors and interns in the state
overall. Discussions regarding increasing our membership have taken place.
I have been a CAHI member for a while now. I have always desired for this organization to have a stronger presence in the state and
in its Real Estate community. Over my 23 years in this industry, I have meet and talked to many home inspectors that were not affiliated with any home inspection organization. When I asked why, many stated that they did not want to travel to meeting places. For
instance, an inspector in Stamford did not want to travel to the ASHI meeting in Westport, never mind traveling all the way to North
Haven for a CAHI.
If they didn’t want to come to the mountain, let’s bring the mountain to them. That is where the Chapter Idea was born. There are
many unaffiliated inspectors at either end of this state. If we developed chapters in those areas, we can increase the membership of
CAHI and even encourage the NY and MASS members to now attend our meetings. This would increase our presence as an organization, and bring in additional income so we can continue to grow and educate.
If indeed the chapter idea is pursued, it would not change how this original group operates. Current membership would still meet in
North Haven and have the same officers. We would have a local membership drive for this group, but would also develop chapters.
The new chapter(s) would have their own location, their own board, their own membership and would run under the bylaws of the
original organization with complete oversight by this group. The stronger this organization is, the more it can do for the membership.
If anyone wants to discuss the program in more detail, or wants to be a part of the committee that is exploring the chapter idea,
please call me at 203 876-0353 or email me at s.bajerski@sbcglobal.net.

Newsletter Article
or Guest Speaker
CAHI will pay $25.00 to any member who provides us with a guest speaker for one of
our monthly meetings or for any article that is submitted and used in the monthly
newsletter.
Your guest speaker's name and contact number should be given to Woody Dawson
(203) 272-7400 or Al Dingfelder (203) 284-1278 .
Articles must be e-mailed to ading5@aol.com and should be a PDF or Word document. Articles should pertain to our industry.
We will review articles for content and reserve the right to edit, use and/or refuse
them.
Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspect.com
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Editor's Note: the following article is reprinted with the permission of the Journal of Light
Construction.

Remodeling for Accessibility
To meet HUD requirements, this apartment needed wider doorways, lower kitchen cabinets,
and a barrier-free shower
by Greg Burnet

Recently my Chicago-based construction company renovated a second-floor apartment in a 19-story building to make it more
user-friendly for disabled and elderly residents. It was a pilot project: Like the 198 other apartments in the mid-1970s high-rise,
the unit had narrow doorways and a kitchen and bathroom that were virtually unnavigable by wheelchair users. Our goal was to
bring the space into compliance with federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) accessibility standards.
HUD regulations apply not only to all new federally assisted housing projects, but also to any alterations made to a qualifying
existing multifamily building, regardless of its age. According to the project's architect, at least 5 percent of the units in the building will eventually need to meet Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS), the guidelines followed by HUD and other
agencies, as well as the accessibility requirements contained in our local building code.

Demo and Framing
The 19-story building had reinforced-concrete exterior walls and steel-stud partitions. Most of the floors were built with precast
Flexicore-panels, but on the second floor - where the apartment was located - the floor deck was reinforced concrete that had
been cast in place. The sturdy frame made demolition easy: Since none of the interior apartment walls were load-bearing, they
came down in a matter of hours.
Gutting the kitchen and bathroom was straightforward, too, but when we removed a closet that choked off wheelchair access to
Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspect.com
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the entryway, we discovered a 4-inch-diameter cast-iron stack that had been buried in one of its walls. Neither the architect nor
the building's management personnel had been aware of the pipe, which serviced a roof drain some 17 stories above. In fact, it
wasn't even on the original building blueprints, leaving us to assume there had been some on-site changes made to the plans.
The drain created an obstacle just inside the front door that would interfere with the 5 feet of clear floor space required at the
entry. Either the pipe had to go or the door would need to be reversed so that it swung into the hall outside the apartment. After
consulting with the architect, we decided to reroute the pipe several feet over and conceal it in the relocated entry closet (see
illustration, below).
The plan seemed simple enough, but the floor - a suspended concrete slab - was chock-full of rebar, conduit, and other piping.
Before drilling into it, we called in a company to locate any obstacles that might be in the path of the new holes we needed to
core.
The technician arrived on the scene with an inspection device that uses ground-penetrating radar to determine the exact position of objects within poured concrete (see Figure 1). After placing a grid-embossed mat on the floor, he ran a wheeled scanner
over the grid on both X and Y axes. The scanner relayed the coordinates of each item embedded in the slab to a connected
computer, which then plotted it using the grid as a point of reference. Within minutes we had a road map of sorts, telling us what
was where in the floor.

Figure 1. A technician uses ground-penetrating radar to map the position of electrical conduits and other obstructions in the reinforced slab floor (left). Unlike a wheeled scanner, his handheld scanner can't map results or plot exact depths, but it can get
closer to walls (right)
The nominal expense (under $500 to scan four separate locations) was money well-spent, as the technician identified a series
of electrical conduits in the path of the proposed hole for the roof drain. Since drilling through the slab in that location was out of
the question, we decided to opt for the outswinging entry door after all. The hallway servicing the apartment was 6 feet wide, so
we'd easily be able to meet minimum clearance standards.
During his inspection, the technician had also found a number of obstacles in the slab where we planned to locate the new
shower drain. But in this case, we were able to simply move the drain over a few inches to avoid any problems.
With the locating process complete, the plumbers could safely core holes for new DWV and water supply lines (Figure 2). These would drop below the slab and be tied into the existing plumbing lines between the suspended ceiling on the first floor and
the underside of the second-floor slab. Access to the lower level was eased by the fact that it was empty office space rather
than occupied apartments.

Figure 2. Once the floor was mapped, plumbers drilled holes in the slab to move supply and DWV lines to their new locations
Blocking. We framed the new partitions with steel studs, then installed all the necessary wood blocking for grab bars, fixtures,
cabinets, and countertop supports as we went (Figure 3). This is a critical step in any accessible retrofit, as missed or incorrectConnecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspect.com
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ly positioned blocking would mean having to open finished walls down the road.

Figure 3. With no structural loads to worry about, the new partition walls were quickly framed with steel studs (left). Plenty of
blocking was needed to easily position and install grab bars, a fold-down shower seat, and other accessories (right).
Positioning grab bars - which need to be able to support at least 250 pounds - can be particularly tricky, so we installed an almost continuous horizontal row of blocking in both the shower and the toilet areas. We also installed plenty of additional blocking
for the folding shower seat, and for the wall-hung lavatory sink and some of the kitchen cabinets and counters, which gave us
needed flexibility in their left/right positioning.
Electrical. According to UFAS guidelines, switches, outlets, and similar controls should be located no higher than 48 inches
above the floor (54 inches if side access in a wheelchair is possible) and no lower than 15 inches above the floor. Since a number of new boxes needed to be roughed in and a handful of conduits relocated anyway, the electricians installed all the new
switch boxes 44 inches above the floor, 4 inches lower than is typical. They also lowered most of the existing switch boxes to 44
inches above the floor. Though not required, reducing the height of the switches by just a few inches makes them a lot easier for
someone in a wheelchair to reach.
The electricians also roughed in a pair of new boxes for smoke detectors in the living room and bedroom, which were later tied
into the building's fire alarm system. In addition to an audible signal, the smoke detectors are equipped with flashing strobe
lights, so that people who are deaf or hard of hearing have a visual warning when there's an alarm.
Roll-in Shower
One of the more labor-intensive parts of the project was creating a barrier-free shower in the bathroom. The original terrazzo
shower base presented a 3-inch hurdle for someone in a wheelchair. Since UFAS guidelines dictate no more than a 1/2-inchhigh curb, plans called for the removal of the shower base and, in its place, the installation of a wider roll-in tile shower (Figure
4).

Figure 4. The original shower base had a 3-inch-high curb, common in standard construction but a major obstacle to a wheelchair (left). After removing it, the author lowered the concrete slab in the shower area by an inch, smoothed and sloped the surface toward the new drain, and waterproofed the entire bathroom floor with a liquid waterproofing membrane (right).
We had to chip away about one inch of concrete from the 8-inch-thick floor in the shower area to completely eliminate the curb
Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspect.com
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and provide the proper slope for the relocated shower drain. To do this, we first scored the slab in a roughly 3-inch-square grid
pattern with an electric cutoff saw set to a depth of 1 inch. Then we broke out the pieces using a rotary hammer in chipping
mode. To shape the 36-inch-by-65-inch shower floor and pitch it to the new drain, we screeded a couple of thin coats of unmodified thinset mortar over the roughened concrete.
We rolled three coats of Laticrete 9235 liquid waterproofing membrane (800/243-4788, www.laticrete.com) onto the entire bath
floor. When we waterproofed the shower walls, we rolled the waterproofing membrane an extra few inches beyond the shower
area. Then we installed the ceramic tile.
Access
While most wheelchairs are only 26 inches wide, accessibility guidelines typically call for at least a 32-inch clear opening at doorways. To meet this requirement, we replaced the entry, bedroom, and bathroom doors with 36-inch-wide units. The standard offthe-shelf 3/0 doors were fitted with metal jambs - typical in this type of construction. We installed levers rather than knob sets to
make the doors easier to operate (Figure 5).

Figure 5. All of the doorways needed to be widened to a full 3/0 to accommodate a wheelchair (left). Though the location of an
existing drain made it impossible to provide a full 5-foot clear floor space at the entry inside the apartment (center), HUD rules
permit the clearance to be outside the apartment in the hallway (right).
We finished the floors in the kitchen, living room, and bedroom with vinyl composition tile, which is easier than carpet to roll over.
Although there's an eased bullnose transition between the vinyl-tile bedroom floor and the ceramic-tile bathroom floor, the difference between floor heights is less than 1/8 inch (the UFAS allows door thresholds - like shower curbs - to be up to 1/2 inch high).
Kitchen
We installed stock lower and upper cabinets, locating the bottoms of the tallest upper cabinets 47 inches above the floor rather
than the more typical 54 inches, for easier access. The doors and drawers have U-shaped wire pulls, which are easier to grasp
than round knobs.
At the sink, plans specified a 34-inch-high countertop, but the cabinet manufacturer's only 32 1/2-inch-tall UFAS-compliant cabinets had nonstandard 9-inch-high toekicks. To lower the countertop height here while keeping the toekicks and bottom rails at
the same level as the rest of the cabinets, we modified two 34 1/2-inch-tall stock base units by removing their face frames and
cutting 2 inches off the top of the boxes. Then we applied matching - but shorter - vanity face-frame and door assemblies supplied by the manufacturer (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. The author ordered face-frame and door assemblies sized to fit vanity cabinets and in a finish that matched the kitchen
cabinets, then applied them to stock boxes that had been modified to fit under a 34-inch-high countertop
When we were cutting the boxes, we also dramatically shortened the back on the sink base so that it would clear the P-trap and
shutoff valves. Now both cabinets can be removed to provide wheelchair access to the sink without disconnecting the plumbing.
We installed a pair of horizontal steel supports for the countertop to bear on so that it too would be unaffected if the cabinets
were removed (Figure 7). A length of 1 1/2-inch-by-1 1/2-inch-by-1/8-inch angle iron bolted to the wall carries the rear of the
counter, and a custom-fabricated length of 1-inch-by-1-inch bar stock with mounting flanges welded to either end carries the
front. The steel bar nests behind the bullnose edge of the 1 1/2-inch-thick solid-surface countertop. We fastened the mounting
flanges to blocking buried in the walls with 2-inch-long #8 sheet-metal screws.

Figure 7. The sink countertop is supported by steel angle at the wall and bar stock at the front (left), so that the cabinets underneath can be quickly removed for wheelchair access without interfering with the countertop or plumbing (right).
Bath
In the shower, we installed a height-adjustable glide-bar showerhead and a Grohe antiscald thermostatic shower valve equipped
with a volume control (Figure 8). Located right next to the fold-down shower seat, the valve is easy to use in either a standing or
a seated position. Since the walk-in shower no longer has a curb, we installed a WaterStopper, a 1 3/8-inch-high self-adhesive
collapsible rubber dam (800/727-9907, www.best-bath.com) to help with water management, plus we added an extra floor drain
equipped with a trap primer underneath the lavatory.

Figure 8. The barrier-free shower is equipped with a flexible rubber dam that helps contain water without inhibiting wheelchair
access; note the second floor drain under the sink (left). Like the shower, the high-rise toilet is equipped with grab bars securely
fastened to wood blocking (right)
We also installed a Toto Drake high-rise toilet (888/295-8134, www.totousa.com) and a matching wall-hung sink. The latter is a
two-piece affair consisting of the bowl itself and a shroud that covers the piping below, which satisfies UFAS requirements for
knee space and scald protection. On previous projects, we've installed preformed insulation specifically designed for scald protection, but I think the two-piece sink offers a cleaner look and does a better job of satisfying HUD requirements.
Cost
A project like this isn't for the faint-hearted. With a budget of only about $40,000, any profits that we expected when we bid the
job dwindled with each glitch that interrupted our schedule. We may be more efficient - and profitable - if we work on multiple-unit
rehabs in the same building. But with so much risk and so little reward, that's a big "if."
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Editor's Note: the following article is reprinted with the permission of the Journal of Light
Construction.

Installing Vinyl Replacement Windows
Sealant is the key to a leak-free installation
by Gene Summy

Experienced contractors sometimes tell me that replacement windows are a poor substitute for “real” windows, and that their
installation does little more than earn the salesman a quick commission and the installer all kinds of headaches. And it’s true that
my company — which specializes in solving rain-related building-envelope problems — has investigated hundreds of leaking
retrofit window installations over the past decade or so. But in every case, the problem has been caused by a tradesman who did
not understand how to correctly install the window, and not by the window itself.
While there are obviously lots of different types of replacement windows of varying levels of quality, I think that in general they
are a terrific alternative to traditional new-construction windows. One of the tools my company uses to test leaky walls and windows is a calibrated spray rack. We’ve sprayed replacement windows from Milgard, Anlin, Alpine, Alside, CertainTeed, Silver
Line, and other manufacturers to simulate heavy rain and sustained winds of up to 49 mph. Most of these units exceed their
AAMA performance ratings. Like full-frame windows, AAMA-certified replacement windows are performance-tested and meet
minimum standards for resistance to water penetration, air leakage, and wind pressure.
For the project shown in this article, a window-replacement company I often work with replaced all of a home’s old aluminum
single-pane windows with new vinyl flush-fin insulated-glass units in less than a day. Flush-fin (sometimes called Z-bar) replacement windows have a large flange — the Z-bar — that covers the old window frame and stucco siding; they’re probably the most
common type of retrofit window in California, if not the entire country. Block-frame windows, the other main type of replacement
window, are basically new-construction windows without the nailing fin, and they’re used where wood windows are common.
Limitations
Replacement windows can’t be used on every project. If an existing window has a history of rain-related leakage, I always recommend a thorough investigation to determine whether the water is coming through the window itself or through the flashings
around the window. If the existing flashing or surrounding building materials leak, they will continue to leak after the new retrofit
window is installed. This problem can be solved only with a new full-frame window. If the house has stucco siding (common here
in California), the project will require breaking back the exterior wall surface, installing new flashings and building-envelope materials, and choosing a full-frame unit that can be integrated with the drainage plane.
Measurement
Good measurements are the key to a successful window replacement, so I don’t recommend leaving this step to a window
salesman. Whoever is measuring the window opening must understand what will remain of the window frame after the old sash
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or glass is removed, and many salesmen don’t have the necessary experience.
I measure the width of the opening at the top, middle, and bottom, typically from jamb to jamb. I then subtract 1⁄2 inch from the
narrowest of those three measurements to get the required width for the replacement unit.
To find the height, I measure from where the replacement window will rest on the sill to the underside of the head jamb, again at
the two sides and in the middle. I take the shortest of those three measurements and subtract another 1⁄2 inch to determine the
height of the replacement unit. If the opening is square (determine this by measuring the diagonals), 1⁄4 inch of wiggle room on
all four sides should be sufficient for the unit to fit into the opening. If the opening is not square, a smaller window — or even reframing — may be required.
If a window opening has been mismeasured and the new window is too big for the opening, don’t be tempted to simply “collapse”
the old window to find extra room. Doing that — cutting through the jambs with a reciprocating saw and pulling the frame out of
the wall system — will tear the old flashings and dislodge them from the weather-resistive barrier underneath the siding. I’ve
seen collapsed-window jobs leak as badly as if the rain were pouring in through an open window, so it’s better to simply order a
new window that’s been correctly sized. Most replacement windows are available in increments as small as 1⁄8 inch.
Installation
Flush-fin windows can be installed so that they lap over stucco siding, but sometimes they have to fit into a recessed opening
and the flange has to be trimmed to fit the opening. After removing the glass, I measure the frame and double-check the diagonals to verify that it’s square. When I mark the flange with these measurements, I take an equal amount off each side so that the
unit will be centered in the opening when it’s installed (see Figure 1). I cut the flange down to size with a saw, then round the
corners over to make fitting easier. While dry-fitting the unit, I use a sharp utility knife to cut back the vinyl flange and fine-tune
the fit as necessary. If I’m installing a flush (not recessed) window that has fins, I mark the fin outline right on the wall with a pencil, so that I can accurately mask off the wall with tape.

Figure 1. When a finned unit is trimmed to fit a recessed opening, an equal amount should be removed from each fin to ensure
that the unit is centered in the opening (top left). Vinyl fins can be cut with a utility knife, but a saw is more accurate (top right).
Rounding off the corners (bottom) makes it easier to fit the window into the recessed opening.
Sealant. Sealant is another important ingredient in any retrofit window installation: You need to use the right amount of the right
kind, and you need to use it in the right locations. Sealant should be durable and paintable, adhere well to the substrate, and
have good elongation characteristics, which generally rules out silicone. I’ve had the best success with polyurethane and other
sealants that meet ASTM C920 standards, like Moistop (800/773-4777, fortifiber.com), OSI Quad or WinteQ TeQ:Seal (800/6247767, osipro.com), RainBuster 450 or 900 (800/473-1617, topindustrial.com), and Schnee-Morehead 7100 (800/878-7876,
schneemorehead.com).
Once I’m satisfied with the dry fit, I pull out the unit and apply a fat 1⁄2-inch-diameter bead of sealant to the old window frame
Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspect.com
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(Figure 2). Water can penetrate and travel behind the exterior cladding and may want to exit the wall cavity at the window frame,
especially at the top, so I pump additional sealant upward into the upper frame corners of the old window. Sealant application
around the frame is especially critical — I call it the “primary” seal — because it provides the first line of defense against water
intrusion.

Figure 2. Before the window is installed, the old window frame gets a 1⁄2-inch-diameter continuous bead of polyurethane sealant
(top left). Extra sealant pumped into the upper (top right) and lower corners (bottom) prevents water that may have leaked behind the stucco from exiting the wall cavity at the old window frame.
I also pump extra sealant into the lower corners, but I leave a pair of open gaps just below the weep holes of the old window as I
apply the sealant to the sill. That way, any incidental water that gets behind the cladding and into the old window frame can drain
out the weep holes and through the gaps in the sealant, rather than get trapped in the new window assembly.
Before installing the window, I mask off the fin with blue painter’s tape. On a flat (not recessed) wall installation, I also mask off
the wall, using the marks I made when I dry-fit the unit as a guide. I install the tape about 3⁄4 inch outside of these marks. Then I
apply another continuous 1⁄2-inch-diameter bead of sealant to the window fins (Figure 3), again leaving voids for the weeps at
the base of the window.
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Figure 3. Another fat bead of sealant is applied to the fin before the window is installed (top left). When the diagonals are equal,
the window is square in the opening (top right). The window is fastened to the wall framing with 3-inch deck screws driven
through the jambs (bottom); plastic shims prevent the vinyl frames from distorting.
Sealant needs compression and tooling to be effective. Many of the leakage problems I investigate are the result of sealant that
doesn’t completely fill the gap between the window frame and the wall. When the window is installed, squeeze-out should be
visible around the entire perimeter of the window (except at the two small locations under the weep holes of the old window). By
masking off the fin and the wall (or trim) with tape, I’ll be able to tool the sealant after I’ve installed the window and still get clean,
straight lines (Figure 4).

Figure 4. Sealant should be compressed as the window is installed, and tooled after the window is fastened in place, to remove
small voids and air bubbles (left). With a flush window, applying painter’s tape to the wall and window fin gives the sealant a
straight edge and speeds cleanup (right).
Fasteners. Once the window is fully compressed in the sealant (this is a two-man job), I check it a final time for plumb, level, and
square, then drive fasteners through its frame into either the wall framing or the old window frame. I never drive fasteners
through the sill, though, because this can damage the old window’s weep system. To keep the frame from distorting, I shim the
window with plastic shims, which — unlike wood shims — won’t compress, decay, or hold water.
Some window manufacturers supply the screws required to hold the window in place, but when they don’t, I like to use 3-inchlong exterior-grade deck screws. If the window manufacturer specifies a fastening schedule, I use it; otherwise I space fasteners
no more than 18 inches apart.
After the window is secured, I tool the sealant smooth with my finger, using a little water to smooth out and feather the bead over
the tape. Then I remove the tape before the sealant cures, taking care not to mess with the beads. Painter’s tape seems to be
equally effective at sealing off both smooth, painted trim and rougher stucco finishes, and the joint becomes almost invisible if a
color-matched sealant like OSI Quad is used.
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Finish
Before applying interior trim, I fill voids between the new frame and the wall with low-expansion foam (Figure 5). Highexpansion foam shouldn’t be used here because it would distort the frames of most windows. I like OSI’s WinteQ TeQ:Foam. It
expands completely in about 20 minutes, at which point the excess can be trimmed off. I also like the company’s foam gun,
which has little plastic tips that can get into tiny spaces and around corners. The foam seals the air space between the window
and the wall and provides additional support for interior trim around the window.

Figure 5. Low-expansion foam sprayed between the frame and the wall air-seals the window (top left) and provides backing for
self-adhesive vinyl trim tape (top right). A smooth bead of caulk finishes the installation (bottom).
After the window has been installed, there’s always a little interior trimwork needed to finish up the job. Most windowreplacement contractors opt for the quick and easy approach, and apply flat vinyl trim with adhesive backing around the unit. A
good finish carpenter, however, can earn a little extra revenue by upgrading with new jamb extensions and casings. Many
homeowners are willing to spend the extra cash for the look of wood trim.
Gene Summy is a contractor and building inspector in Laguna Niguel, Calif. His company, TLS Laboratories, specializes in rainrelated problems.
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NEWS from CPSC
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, D.C.

Office of Communications
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 12, 2011

CPSC Hotline: (800) 638-2772
CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908

A Fire Safe Home: CPSC and NFPA Urge Consumers to Install Smoke Alarms, Practice a
Family Escape Plan
Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) urge consumers to take time during Fire Prevention Week to check their homes for fire risks and to develop and practice
a family escape plan.
CPSC estimates an annual average of more than 386,000 unintentional residential fires (pdf), nearly 2,400 deaths and more the
12,500 injuries each year from 2006 through 2008.
“Build layers of fire safety in your home,” said CPSC Chairman Inez Tenenbaum. “Install smoke alarms on every floor and in
every bedroom. If you already have smoke alarms, make sure they are working. Smoke alarms provide early warning of a potentially deadly fire and can reduce the risk of dying from fire in your home by almost half.”
“Planning a home fire escape is an essential part of being prepared to act and get out quickly if a fire occurs,” said NFPA President James M. Shannon. “Develop a fire escape plan that identifies two ways out of every room and a family meeting place outside. Practice your plan at least twice a year.”
Safe practices, such as the following, are the first line of defense in preventing a fire in your home:
Install smoke alarms – A smoke alarm (pdf) should be installed on every level of the home, outside sleeping areas and inside
bedrooms. When it comes to surviving a fire, a smoke alarm is critical for early detection of a fire and can mean the difference
between life and death. About two-thirds of fire deaths occur in homes with no smoke alarms or smoke alarms that don’t work.
Install both ionization and photoelectric smoke alarms. Alarms should have battery backup. Consider installing interconnected smoke alarms because when one sounds, they all sound throughout the home.
Have a family escape plan – Develop and practice a family escape plan. Make sure everyone knows how to escape when the
smoke alarm sounds, whether awake or asleep at the time. The best plans have two ways to get out of each room. Designate a
meeting place outside. Once out, stay out! To help make a family escape plan, see this NFPA publication (pdf).

2. Cook safely – Stay in the kitchen and keep a watchful eye while you are cooking. Unattended cooking is the number one
cause of cooking fires. Cooking equipment accounted for the largest percentage of home fires from 2006 through 2008 that were
reported by fire departments. For this time period, CPSC estimates an annual average of nearly 150,000 cooking fires which is
nearly 40 percent of unintentional residential fires. These fires resulted in an average of 150 deaths each year.
Fireplace safety – Have fireplace flues and chimneys inspected for leakage and blockage from creosote or debris every year.
Store fireplace ashes in a fire-resistant container, and cover the container with a lid. Keep the container outdoors and away from
combustibles. Dispose of ashes carefully, keeping them away from dry leaves, trash or other combustible materials.
Heating and cooling equipment accounted for the second-largest percentage of home fires from 2006 through 2008.
CPSC estimates an annual average of nearly 57,000 fires and 220 deaths during that time period. Fireplaces and chimneys represented the majority of those fires with an annual average of nearly 27,000 from 2006 through 2008.
Electrical safety – CPSC estimates there was an annual average of 150 deaths from 2006 through 2008 attributable to electrical
components.
Check the ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) (pdf) in your home to make sure they’re working. GFCIs can prevent
electrocution. CPSC recommends installing GFCIs in the kitchen, bathrooms and other areas where the risk of electric
shock is higher.
Install arc fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs). AFCIs are designed to protect against fires caused by arcing faults in a
home’s electrical wiring.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 25, 2011
Release #12-021

General Electric Recalls Gas Rangetop with Grill Due to an Explosion Hazard
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and Health Canada, in cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed. It is illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled consumer product.
Name of Product: GE Monogram® Pro Rangetop with Grill
Units: About 470
Manufacturer: Leiser, Mexico
Importer: General Electric - Appliances, of Louisville, Ky.
Hazard: Burners on Rangetops operating on liquefied petroleum ("LP" or propane) may fail to ignite or light if the gas control knob is
left in a position between OFF and LITE, posing a risk of delayed ignition or explosion.
Incidents/Injuries: GE has received six reports involving explosions in units operating on LP gas, including reports of damage to kitchen cabinets beneath the Rangetop. No fires or injuries have been reported.
Description: The Grill units operate on liquefied petroleum ("LP" or propane) or natural gas. The Rangetop units are either 36 or 48
inches wide with a stainless steel finish and the GE Monogram® badge located on the front center of the unit. The burner control
knobs are located on the front panel that overhangs the cabinet. The model and serial numbers can be found on a label located behind the far left burner knob, or on the bottom of the unit.
The following models and serials are included in this recall:

Brand
Monogram®

Model Number Begins With:
LP Model
ZGU364LRP
ZGU484LGP
ZGU486LRP

Natural Gas Model
ZGU364NRP
ZGU484NGP
ZGU486NRP

And Serial Number Begins With:
AS, AT, AV, DS, DT, DV, FS, FT, FV, GS,
GT, GV, HR, HS, HT, HV, LR, LS, LT,
LV, MR, MS, MT, RR, RS, RT, SR, SS, ST,
TR, TS, TT, VR, VS, VT, ZR, ZS, ZT

All LP models and only natural gas models that have been converted for use with LP gas are included in the recall. GE will notify
known owners of natural gas units and provide a free repair for any consumers who converted their Rangetop with Grill to LP gas.
Sold by: General Electric authorized representatives and distributors nationwide from May 2008 through August 2011 for between
$3,400 and $4,700, as determined by retailers.
Manufactured in: Mexico.
Remedy: Consumers who are operating the product on LP (propane) gas should stop using the product immediately, turn off the gas
supply to the product, and contact GE to schedule a free repair.
Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact General Electric toll-free at (866) 645-3956 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET
Monday through Friday, or visit the firm's website at www.geappliances.com/products/recall
Note: Health Canada's press release is available at http://cpsr-rspc.hc-sc.gc.ca/PR-RP/recall-retrait-eng.jsp?re_id=1418
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