News of Interest for and from the Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc.

Presidents Corner
So here we are at the end of another summer. Back in May we thought that
were we nearing the end of the Covid pandemic. Now in September we
are in the middle of an upsurge of a more infectious variant. I am sure that
everyone will take the precautions they deem necessary to stay safe.
Inventory remains low but things are still moving along. As I speak to other
inspectors, it seems that everybody is staying as busy as they want to be. I
have been inspecting more negotiable properties as buyers become more
interested in the homes that have stuck on the market longer than others.
There is a reason for that and you generally can strike a good deal if you
don’t mind investing a little time, money and effort.
Realtors are wishing for more inventory, but can’t seem to muster it up.
Some feel the reluctance to sell is due to Covid. Others feel that while most
folks know they will likely sell their home in a flash, they also realize that the
will enter the low inventory market and end up purchasing something they
really did not want.
CAHI will have its annual election of officers at our board meeting at the
end of this month. We are still as always looking for newcomers to join
the board and contribute to the future of this organization. It has been a
challenge to provide education via zoom. We are working hard to perfect
the process but there are many variables that come into play that make
each months result a little different. On behalf of the board I thank you all
for your patients. If anybody has constructive recommendations regarding
Zoom presentations, or knows a professional who can help us please feel
free to reach out to the board.
September is the beginning of the last quarter of the year. Typically for me it’s
Continued on pg 2

MONTHLY MEETINGS – Details & Info
CAHI’s regular monthly meetings are held at the Best Western located at
201 Washington Ave (RT 5), North Haven. Meetings are also broadcast via Zoom.
Meetings are still free to members but RESERVATIONS are a MUST.
Reservations can be made at our CAHI website.
Most meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of the month from 7-9pm. Guests
are always welcome! Guests may attend 2 free monthly meetings to experience
our presentations, meet our members, and receive a CE attendance certificate.
Joining CAHI may be done at anytime of the year through our Membership Page.
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Electrical

Presenter - Tim Mikloiche
Tim founded Electrical Training
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He started out as an apprentice,
then went on to become a State of
Connecticut licensed Journeyman,
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Presidents Message Continued:

kind of a winding down of the year. I generally look forward to fall and the upcoming holiday season,
begin to plan for the next year, and as always carve out time for family and friends.
I really do hope to see more of you at our live meeting this month!
Stan
“ It’s funny how humans can wrap their mind around things and fit them into their version of reality.”
― Rick Riordan, The Lightning Thief

All Are Welcome
CAHI Board Meeting
September 22nd
4:00 pm, Before the regular meeting.
Stop by and see what we do!
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Home Inspectors Don’t Have to Be
Old White Guys
by Reuben Saltzman, Structure Tech
Take a look around any room full of home inspectors and you’ll notice we look a lot alike. We are almost all white
men with a lot of gray hair. It’s as if there’s an unwritten rule that you have to be an old white guy to be a home
inspector. And it takes one to know one: I’m a second-generation white-guy home inspector.
But it is obvious that we don’t reflect our community in terms of gender, race and ethnicity, nor age. This bothers
me. But more than that, it seems to be a business opportunity.

Women Inspectors
According to the National Association of REALTORS®, single female home buyers made up 17% of home sales
in 2019, while single male buyers made up nine percent. I’ve learned from experience that a lot of women would
prefer to work with a female home inspector. The first woman inspector on our team here at Structure Tech quickly
became one of the most highly requested inspectors. She also received a lot of requests from people who had
never worked with her before. There’s a huge demand for female home inspectors in our industry, and it isn’t
being met.
The ASHI Reporter has been profiling female home inspectors in their monthly magazine since 2014, and I meet
new female home inspectors at every conference I attend. Yet, change is slow. Here’s what a couple of them
shared with me about this profession:
“Working as a woman in a male-dominated field has been a great experience for me. Despite occasionally being
mistaken for the real estate agent, my clients have been overwhelmingly supportive of me as a home inspector,
and sellers have expressed a certain ease knowing a woman is in their home. In fact, many clients have specifically asked for a female inspector. Being a woman has also been quite advantageous in building my career, as
female inspectors tend to get noticed more easily. It’s extremely rewarding to hear support for more women in the
building industry, and I implore any woman interested in this kind of work not to shy away from it. I’ve built up a
wonderful career for myself and thoroughly enjoy the professional relationships with real estate agents and clients
I’ve developed over the years.” – Uli Sommers
“In today’s world, women can be and do anything they train to do. I have never experienced discrimination because I was female. Just like every other new inspector, you have to prove you have the knowledge and skill to
do your job. Speak with confidence and take charge of the inspection when clients and agents are present.”
– Miki Mertz
I have a young daughter who wants to be a home inspector when she grows up. If I tried to tell her that this job
was for men, she’d think I lost my mind. She firmly believes that girls can do anything that boys can do—and she’s
right.
If you’re a woman and you’re interested in home inspections, I encourage you to pursue that interest. And if you’re
reading this and you know any women who you think would be a great home inspector, please encourage them to
check it out. This is a highly satisfying job that people rarely want to leave.
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Side note: just two percent of The American Society of Home Inspectors are women. Just four percent of the
International Association of Certified Home Inspectors are women.

People of Color
At Structure Tech, I want a racially and ethnically diverse team of people who represent the various communities
in the Twin Cities who we serve. Today, I can’t say we have that. We have very few people of color working in the
field. The team photo on our home page displayed such a homogenous-looking group that I took it down. I don’t
want people to get the idea that we only hire white men to be home inspectors. If you’re a person of color or you
know one who would be a great home inspector, please encourage them to check it out. To learn more about
becoming a home inspector, check out my latest blog post on training advice for future home inspectors https://
structuretech.com/home-inspector-training-advice.

Young
Though we have some younger inspectors on our team, it is unusual to find home inspectors under the age of 45.
A 2017 survey by the Examination Board of Professional Home Inspectors (Figure 1) found that less than 22% of
U.S. home inspectors were under 45 years of age. We have a ton of older home inspectors in this business who
are at or near retirement age, and someone will need to fill those positions.

Figure 1: 2017 Survey on Age Ranges of Home Inspectors
I started inspecting houses at the age of 25 after going through a lot of unstructured training with my pops, as well
as a ton of self-study. I received my share of questionable looks and sincere questions about whether my dad
would be coming on the inspection or not, but I was always able to earn people’s trust by the end of the inspection. While age can sometimes bring related experience, this doesn’t translate to a better home inspector. If you’re
young, don’t let your age turn you away from this profession—gray hair is not required.
About the Author
	Reuben Saltzman is a second-generation home inspector with a passion for his work, and is the owner
and president of Structure Tech. Visit his blog online at: https://www.structuretech.com/blog/.
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An Inspector’s Guide to Crawlspace Safety
By Alyssa Cink
	
It’s your first crawlspace of the day. You consider the
host of dangers that await you, and your heart races.
Suited up and armed with your flashlight, you face the
entrance, ready to explore the dark, inner recesses of
another property.

Crawlspace Inspection Safety and Home Inspectors
Inspecting homes is a dangerous job. From slick roofs to feral animals, rotted subflooring to invisible toxins, the
average home inspector faces countless perils during their career. One peril that stands out to home inspectors is
crawlspace inspections.
Out of sight and out of mind, potential homebuyers rarely consider this barrier that
separates their home from the earth below. When inspection day arrives, clients
may not understand the potential hazards residing beneath their floorboards. And,
as their home inspector, you want to help them make safe and informed purchasing decisions.
But your safety matters, too. That’s why it’s important to prioritize the wellbeing of
yourself and your employees. In this article, we examine the biggest safety issues
that home inspectors face during crawlspace inspections. We also offer tips to
reduce your exposure to harm.

Common Safety Issues
According to our research and the home inspectors we interviewed, these are the five most common health and
safety concerns in a crawlspace:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Improper wiring
Protruding objects
Toxins
Animals
Unstable structures

1. Improper Wiring
Exercise caution if you see loose, exposed wiring, hanging electrical components, or open junction boxes, recommends International Association of Certified Home Inspectors (InterNACHI) Founder Nick Gromicko in a blog post.
These wiring issues become particularly dangerous near water.

Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspectors.com

Page 5

Although difficult to identify, electricity poses a significant risk to home inspectors. Touching a live wire can induce
painful and, sometimes, fatal injuries, including electrocution, electric shock, and burns.

2. Protruding Objects
Some hazards can be easy to miss in a dark crawlspace. Protruding objects, such as wooden
beams or metal nails, can cut or bruise a home inspector who accidently bumps into them, Joe
Beyer of Prestige Home Services, LLC in Missouri writes on his blog.

3. Toxins
When inspecting a crawlspace, be on guard for sources of toxins, airborne or otherwise. These may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mold (and other fungi)
Asbestos insulation
Radon
Dry rot
Pesticides
Animal wastes
Gas or chemical leaks
Sewage

Exposure to these toxins can cause a variety of health problems, ranging from mild irritations to serious illnesses.
Mold exposure, for example, may cause allergic reactions like coughing and wheezing.
Asbestos fibers can be particularly dangerous. Disturbing asbestos releases fibers into the air. When inhaled,
these fibers may become trapped in the nasal passages, lungs, or digestive tract. Serious and deadly diseases,
such as asbestosis, lung cancer, and mesothelioma, have been linked to asbestos exposure.
In addition, waste from rodents and insects like cockroaches can transmit diseases and
trigger severe allergic or asthmatic reactions, according to the National Pest Management
Association (NPMA). One disease that home inspectors should caution against is Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS), a serious respiratory disease with a 38% mortality rate.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), home inspectors are
particularly at risk due to working in crawlspaces and vacant buildings where hantavirus-carrying rodents, their waste, or their nesting materials may be present.
Naturally, a home inspector who finds fecal matter in or around a crawlspace will likely not be thinking about airborne toxins. They’ll be looking for the more immediate threat: the animals that left it.

4. Animals
Navigating and documenting defects in tight quarters is already challenging enough. No one wants to add a defensive and possibly venomous critter to the mix. Shady, cool, and undisturbed, crawlspaces with dirt floors are prime
real estate for local wildlife. Depending on your region and the crawlspace’s condition, you may see any of the
following:
• Snakes
• Vermin: Spiders, ants, bees, wasps, cockroaches, termites, scorpions, rats, and mice
• Larger mammals: Skunks, raccoons, groundhogs, possums, and cats
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5. Unstable Structures
Although the likelihood of collapse is slim, according to Inspection Certification Associates (ICA), an online training
program, it is the most significant danger of entering a crawlspace. Gromicko writes in the forenamed InterNACHI
blog post that, in the event of a crawlspace collapse, the inspector may be trapped or even crushed. Of course,
home inspectors are more likely to find safety concerns in areas that experience frequent earthquakes and floods.
Structurally unstable, do-it-yourself, or placeholder repairs also increase chances of collapses.
“Temporary or poor repairs, or deteriorated structural members, may be deteriorated from water, humidity, rodents,
or wood destroying insects, and [they] can cause a collapse in extreme conditions,” said Devin Donovan of Performance Inspections, LLC in West Virginia.
Thankfully, there are steps to help you leave a hazardous crawlspace unharmed.

Tips for Crawlspace Safety
1. Know your standards.
Standards of Practice (SOPs) typically limit the scope of a home inspection to what the inspector can see and
access. InterNACHI defines a home inspection as a “non-invasive, visual examination of the accessible areas of a
residential property.” By comparison, the American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI) necessitates inspection of
all “readily accessible, visually observable, installed systems and components.”
These SOPs require home inspectors to assess crawlspace conditions. However, both affiliations outline exceptions. InterNACHI inspectors are not obligated to “enter any crawlspace that is not readily accessible, or where entry could cause damage or pose a hazard to him/herself.” Meanwhile, ASHI considers an inaccessible crawlspace
one “with less than 24 inches of vertical clearance between components and the ground” or “an access opening
smaller than 16 inches by 24 inches.”
Some inspectors, like Randall Patterson from The Randall Patterson Team in Michigan, mainly avoid crawlspaces
that fail to meet the accessibility standards outlined in their SOPs.
“We inspect crawlspaces that have the proper clearance for entry, following the ASHI Standards,” Patterson said.
Many states also enforce their own SOPs, which may contradict or expand upon association standards. Check
your local and state regulations to verify your compliance.

2. Use your best judgment.
When the standards they follow don’t give clear direction, many inspectors use their best judgment to determine
safe and reasonable access. Among the inspectors we interviewed, the ability to comfortably enter, exit, and move
around in a crawlspace was a common determining factor.
Drew Scerbo of ACE Home Inspections of New Jersey only inspects crawlspaces that allow ease of movement.
“For me, an inaccessible crawlspace is one in which I cannot comfortably maneuver around or where it would be
difficult to get out in case of an emergency,” Scerbo said.
Michael Barnhill of Barnhill Home Inspections LLC in Louisiana avoids crawls that make him feel unsafe.
“If at any point you feel unsafe, that is when you should not enter a crawlspace,” Barnhill said. “I have a flashlight
that, if it can fit [in the crawlspace] with about two inches around it, I can go in. If not, then it is a hard no.”
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Chris Holt of Premier Home Inspections in Georgia agrees, with the caveat that crawlspaces should be inspected
whenever safety permits. Holt shared the following advice in InspectorPro’s Home Inspector Risk Management
group on Facebook, responding to a question posted there.
“Access as much of the crawlspace as you can safely,” Holt encouraged. “So many defects are found in crawlspaces, and many of them are severe. We owe it to our clients as long as safety is not compromised.”

Take pictures.
If an obstacle prevents you from entering a crawlspace, then remember
to photograph that obstacle and explain it in your inspection report, advises Mark Turner of Inspectus Home Inspections, LLC.
“There are some instances…[where] you cannot gain access due to
plumbing or ductwork,” Turner said. “When I run across that situation,
I take plenty of photos and leave comments stating access was limited
due to obstructions.”
Failure to document both partially and fully inaccessible spaces could
lead clients to second-guess whether the area really was inaccessible or
your responsibility to investigate anyway. Plus, from a risk management
perspective, photos can prove what was there on the day of the inspection—and what wasn’t. The more pictures you have, the more evidence
your insurance provider can have to defend you against meritless claims.
Furthermore, refer your client to a licensed contractor, who will have experience overseeing potentially
dangerous repairs.

3. Wear personal protective equipment.
It’s not always realistic to see crawlspace dangers from the outside. When preparing to enter a crawlspace, it’s
wise to dress for a variety of possible conditions. According to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA), wearing personal protective equipment, or PPE, during hazardous tasks reduces your risk of injury or
illness.
Here are a few examples of PPE for crawlspace inspections:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coveralls
Flashlights
Eyewear
Gloves
Headgear
Respirator
Cell phone

4. Stay away from water.
Because electrical components are sometimes hidden from view, many home inspectors recommend avoiding
puddles, standing water, sewage, and other signs of wetness in crawlspaces altogether.

Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc (CAHI) - www.ctinspectors.com

Page 8

“I just didn’t go into the crawlspace because you just don’t know if there’s a wire lying in the water somewhere,”
said former electrician Ryan Schmidt of Broadneck Home Inspections, LLC in Maryland in a previous article. “I just
make a notation, take pictures of it [to] show that that’s the current condition, and then I call it out in the report as
being unsafe to enter.”
William Chandler of Property360, LLC in Florida, too, won’t enter a crawlspace with water in it.
“We can’t always see if there’s [an] electric wire. We find live wires buried in insulation and underneath a little bit of
dirt,” Chandler said in the same article.
Electrical conductors aren’t the only dangers that lurk in standing water. In the same Facebook group post mentioned before, Mike Grabowski of Comfort Zone Home Inspection described finding a moldy pool of crawlspace
water with feces inside. The client had insisted he enter the crawlspace. Grabowski referenced the limitations
outlined in his inspection agreement and SOPs, explaining his right to walk away from situations that pose a threat
to his health. Grabowski walked and didn’t look back.
“Never go into a wet crawlspace,” he said in the post. “You never know what could be in that water!”

5. Stop before you enter.
Ron Greene of Golden Eagle Home Services LLC in Washington warns against rushing into a crawlspace. Evidence around the crawlspace entrance often tells him what to expect from the conditions inside. It also gives him
time to listen to his instincts and assess possible dangers, like unstable structures and unusual smells.
“I advise a general look-around from the crawlspace entry first,” Greene said. “Note what appears comfortable and
what appears tenuous. Use your nose to give you warning signs about what you may encounter in your journey.”
Scott Sullivan of For the House, LLC in Florida also recommends surveying the crawlspace from the outside before entering. This allows him to alert insects, vermin, and other inhabitants to his presence.
“My biggest fear is running into a critter under the house,” Sullivan said. “I use my light to scan the area and make
noises to prevent me from sneaking up on one. If there is a critter under there, they will know I am, too. This gives
them a chance to get out or let me know [where] they are.”
Finally, slowing down at the crawlspace hatch protects more people than your inspection team. Take a moment
to secure the opening prior to your inspection. You may consider placing a warning sign by the entrance to alert a
passerby, like the client or their children, from falling in.

6. Carry workers’ compensation insurance.
If you or one of your home inspectors is injured during a crawlspace inspection, workers’ compensation benefits
may be available to you.
Workers’ comp insurance provides employees who suffer from work-related injuries or diseases with access to
medical and wage benefits. Unlike general liability (GL) insurance, which covers inspection-related bodily injury
and property damage claims for non-employees, workers’ compensation looks out for you and the people who
work for your company.
“One accident can not only hurt you and maybe put you out of business, but more importantly, that employee has
to have a way of making a living and getting his bills paid for it if it happens on the job,” said Alan Grubb of 4U
Home, Inc. in Maryland in a previous article.
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By covering job-related injury and illness costs, workers’ comp protects both employees and employers. And employees work under less financial risk knowing they have on-the-job protection. Additionally, employers limit their
liability and deter litigation.
“If you have any employees, they need to have workman’s comp,” Grubb said. “The amount that it costs for workman’s comp is minor [compared] to what it could cost you or your employee if you didn’t have it.”
What expenses can workers’ comp cover?
In crawlspace related injury cases, workers’ comp coverage can assist inspectors in the following ways:
• M
 edical Bills. From doctor appointments to hospital visits, to medications and mobility aids, workers’
comp helps pay to treat employee illnesses and injuries. Workers’ comp can even help inspectors pay for
their mileage when traveling to receive medical care.
• L
 ost Wages. Sometimes, crawlspace related injuries and illnesses are bad enough that employees are
unable to work. Workers’ comp can pay a percentage of the money the employee would be earning if
they weren’t in recovery.
• R
 ehab Benefits. Workers’ comp policies may offer medical rehab benefits, like physical therapy, to help
employees recover. Additionally, they can help pay for vocational rehab for severely injured employees
unable to perform their previous jobs. By helping these injured workers attain new job-specific skills,
vocational rehab helps them return to work in a different role.
• D
 eath Benefits. If an employee died, workers’ comp insurance may help cover funeral costs and lost
income for the employee’s family.
Note that, since states regulate workers’ comp coverage, the amounts insurers will pay for the above benefits vary
from state to state.
“Each state has its own regulations as to the amount and duration of lost income benefits and medical or rehabilitation services,” said Brianne Smith, InspectorPro broker and workers’ comp specialist. “However, workers’ comp is a
no-fault coverage nationwide. That means it will provide coverage no matter who was at fault.”

Protect yourself with crawlspace safety and workers’ comp.
Prioritize safety in your crawlspace inspections by taking these measures and having the right coverage. Do your
part to abide by state law and protect your employees and your business by carrying workers’ compensation insurance. And do so with a company prepared to meet the inspection industry’s unique coverage needs.
“Things happen when you go out and inspect. And if something goes wrong, you want to make sure that you are
covered…. I don’t want to be the one who doesn’t have the proper insurance in case something goes wrong,” said
Walter L. Williams from PPT Inspections in a previous article. “For a few dollars more, [workers’ comp] is going to
give you peace of mind.”
Get a quote for workers’ comp for home inspectors today and complete our application. Or, you can learn more
about workers’ comp by reading this long-form article on our blog. Click HERE.
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September Home
Maintenance Guide
September 1, 2019
Anne Reagan

This month start preparing your home for cooler temperatures and fall weather.
Welcome fall! September is a month of transition when we start to put away our summer gear and prepare for
cooler weather. It can be a busy month for home maintenance, especially if you live in a region with fall wind and
rainstorms. Be sure you do your outdoor tasks before the weather gets too bad and book your professional services like chimney sweeping and roof/gutter cleaning. In addition to professional servicing, there are easy DIY
tasks you can do yourself to make sure you are getting your home ready for autumn.
In the garden there is still much to harvest: berries, tomatoes, corn, carrots, and beets make great canning or
preserving projects for the fall. Many orchards offer apple picking and even early pumpkin harvesting. Some states
start experiencing their first frost dates in early October – these homeowners will want to use September to begin
their annual frost protection tasks.

Find Pros

September maintenance tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lay mulch for winter frost prep
Trim back flowering plants like lavender
Prune trees and shrubs near the house
Can or preserve garden edibles
Repair exterior siding as necessary
Prep and clean fireplace
Check for air leaks in attic and basement
Clear roof and gutters from leaves
Test your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide detector
Inspect your fire extinguishers

Find Pros
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Pros to schedule
• Heating service pro to assess your home’s potential heat loss
• Chimney sweep to inspect the fireplace and ensure safety

Find Pros
Tip of the month: Fireplace Safety
Your fireplace should be a source of warmth and comfort, not a dangerous hazard. Unfortunately, every year
thousands of people (including children) are seriously injured by fires. 14,000 house fires each year originate in the
fireplace, so the more you know how to maintain your fireplace (and safely use it) the better. Be sure you read all
of our fireplace safety tips including:
•
•
•
•

Have your fireplace inspected each year by a professional, especially if your fireplace is wood burning
Clear the area around the hearth and make sure it’s free of flammable materials
Use only seasoned hardwood – softwood creates more creosote buildup
Always use a screen around the fireplace to catch sparks

Find Pros

With a background in furniture and antiques, Anne has spent the last
several years writing about home improvement and interior design. An
avid traveler, she loves to collect pieces that tell a story and in her off
hours she can be found hunting for vintage furniture and textiles
Anne Reagan

Click HERE to read this article OnLine.
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Connecticut DPH Announces First Two
Cases Of West Nile Virus Infection This Year
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Aug. 31, 2021
CONTACT: Chris Boyle, Director of Communications
(860) 706-9654 – christopher.boyle@ct.gov
Connecticut Department Of Public Health Announces
First Two Cases Of West Nile Virus Infection This Year
Residents Advised To Protect Themselves And Family Members From Mosquito Bites
HARTFORD, Conn.—The Connecticut Department of Public Health today announced that two Connecticut residents have tested positive for West Nile Virus (WNV) infection. These are the first two cases of WNV-associated
illness identified in Connecticut this season.
The patients are between 70-79 years of age and became ill during the third week of August with meningitis and
meningoencephalitis. Both are hospitalized and recovering. Laboratory tests confirmed the presence of antibodies
to WNV. The patients are residents of West Haven and Bridgeport.
“The identification of two Connecticut residents with West Nile virus-associated illness requiring hospitalization
emphasizes the potential seriousness of this infection,” said Dr. Deidre S. Gifford, senior advisor to the Governor
for Health and Human Services and acting commissioner of the Department of Public Health. “As we approach the
cooler weather and the holiday weekend, it is important to take precautions to avoid mosquito bites. Using insect
repellent, covering bare skin, and avoiding being outdoors during the hours of dusk and dawn are effective ways to
help keep you from being bitten by mosquitoes.”
“We continue to have weather conditions that are favorable for the mosquitoes that transmit West Nile virus,” added Dr. Philip Armstrong, a medical entomologist at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment station. “These mosquitoes are most abundant in urban and suburban areas with dense human populations. We anticipate continued risk
for human infection until mosquito activity subsides in October.”
West Nile virus has been detected in Connecticut every year since1999 and is the most prevalent mosquito-borne
disease in the US. Last year, CAES detected WNV in 143 mosquito samples from 23 towns, and eight human
cases were reported. Before 2021, 166 cases of West Nile virus were reported in Connecticut, of which four were
fatal. For information on WNV human cases in Connecticut, click here.
Most people (eight out of 10) infected with WNV do not develop symptoms. About one in five people who are infected develop West Nile fever, an illness that includes a fever and other symptoms such as body aches, joint pain,
headache, or a rash. About one out of 150 infected people develop a severe illness affecting the central nervous
system. About one out of 10 cases of severe illness are fatal. People over the age of 60 are at the highest risk of
serious illness.
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Tips for reducing mosquitoes around homes
Mosquitoes require water for reproduction. The following are measures that can help reduce mosquitoes:
• Eliminate standing water suitable for mosquitoes. Dispose of water-holding containers, such as ceramic
pots, used tires, and tire swings.
• Drill holes in the bottom of containers such as those used for recycling.
• Clean clogged roof gutters.
• Turn over objects that may trap water when not in use, such as wading pools and wheelbarrows.
• Change water in birdbaths on a weekly basis.
• Clean and chlorinate swimming pools. When pools are not in use, use pool covers and drain when necessary.

Tips for avoiding mosquito bites when outdoors
Mosquitoes require a blood meal for reproduction. The following are measures that can help reduce bites from
mosquitoes that feed on people:
• Minimize outdoor activities at dusk and dawn when mosquitoes are most active.
• Wear shoes, socks, long pants, and long-sleeved shirts. Clothing material should be tightly woven and
loose-fitting.
• Use mosquito netting when sleeping outdoors.
• Consider the use of CDC-recommended mosquito repellents containing DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon
eucalyptus, IR3535, or 2-undecanone, and apply according to directions when it is necessary to be outdoors.
• When using DEET, use the lowest concentration effective for the time spent outdoors (for example, 6 percent lasts approximately two hours and 20 percent for four hours) and wash treated skin when returning
indoors. Do not apply under clothing, to wounds or irritated skin, the hands of children, or to infants less
than two months old.
• Be sure door and window screens are tight-fitting and in good repair to avoid mosquito bites when indoors.
The State of Connecticut Mosquito Management Program is a collaborative effort involving the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection, the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, the Department of Public
Health, the Department of Agriculture, and the University of Connecticut Department of Pathobiology and Veterinary Science. These agencies are responsible for monitoring the potential public health threat of mosquito-borne
diseases.
The CAES maintains a network of 108 mosquito-trapping stations in 87 municipalities throughout the state. Mosquito traps are set Monday through Thursday nights at each site every ten days on a rotating basis. Mosquitoes
are grouped (pooled) for testing according to species, collection site, and date. Positive findings are reported to
local health departments and on the CAES website at http://www.ct.gov/caes/mosquitotesting.
For information on the West Nile virus and how to prevent mosquito bites, visit the Connecticut Mosquito Management Program Web site at www.ct.gov/mosquito.
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or against the content of said articles.

Contact CAHI c/o

James Enowitch

34-3 Shunpike Rd. #236
Cromwell, CT 06416
Email: info@ctinspectors.com
Web: www.ctinspectors.com

CAHI
Executive Board
President  	

 tan Bajerski
S
203-257-1694

CAHI
Presidents
William Kievit
Stanley Bajerski

Vice President K
 evin Morey
860-488-8148

Bernie Caliendo

Treasurer

Woody Dawson

Secretary  	

Scott Monforte
203-877-4774
James Enowitch
860-989-0068

Director	 Al Dingfelder
203-376-8452

Robert Dattilo

Michael DeLugan
David Hetzel
Richard Kobylenski
Scott Monforte

William Stanley, Chairman (Cheshire) Inspector
Richard Kobylenski
Lawrence Willette

(Coventry)
(Tolland)

Inspector
Inspector

Bruce Schaefer (Woodbridge)

Inspector

Vacant				

Inspector

Vacant 				

Public Member

Vacant 				

Public Member

Vacant 				

Public Member

Joseph Pelliccio

Director	 Dan Kristiansen
203-257-0912

Pete Petrino

Director	 Woody Dawson
203-710-1795

Dan Kristiansen

Director	 Mike Drouin
860-384-2741

CT Home Inspection
Licensing Board

Dwight Uffer

They have served as our
primary leaders and in
other capacities since 1992.
Please thank them for
their service when you
have a chance.

The Licensing Board meetings
are held at 9:30 am
Dept of Consumer Protection
165 Capitol Avenue. Hartford
The public is always welcome.
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