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Meeting Date!
September 27th

Board Meeting
5:00 - 7:00 pm

Membership Meeting 
7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Environmental Issues 
Presented by Rob 

DeMassa of Charter Oak 
Environmental

Location -

Shelton Marriott

780 Bridgeport 
Avenue 

Check Events page of 
CAHI Web Site for details 
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Presidents Corner

My Last newsletter. I hope during my presidencies that my newsletters 
have been more productive than just “hi, hope all is well,  another good 
month, went to a meeting at the state today, keep up the good work.” I like 
to try and make people think when I can. I know that’s impossible for 
some but I try to nudge them in the right direction. This one is going to be 
a little long so please indulge me. 

On September 27th at approximately 6PM or there abouts, my stint as a 
board member for the Connecticut Association of Home Inspectors, Inc.  
will come to an end. I served six years as president in two different 
intervals, two years as newsletter editor, and ten years as a director. Over 
those years, especially during my presidencies, I worked closely with the 
state board to try and stay abreast, if not ahead of things that could affect 
our profession. I have worked closely with Scott to help provide quality 
education for our group. I have also worked with Jim to develop a website 
that would automate tasks that were needed to allow CAHI to continue to 
operate smoothly. I also kept an eye on what was going on across the 
country in our profession. However, it is time for me to step back and ride 
off into the sunset. I wish good luck to the current board and its new 
members as it carries on the CAHI legacy into its fourth decade. And I 
thank you all for your support over the years. 

I hope you don’t mind, but I’d like to leave you with a little advice. I have 
read the standards of practice of all 33 states that are regulated. They are 
ALL based on the ASHI standards, some word for word, some modified 
but very similar. None require home inspectors to quote codes, include 
detailed methods of repair, confirm proper installations, confirm proper 
materials used, find hidden defects, identify latent defects. NONE! As a 
matter of fact, at least one state standard specifically FORBIDS inspectors 
from mentioning code compliance or non compliance with risk of fine and 
or loss of license. Kudos to Kentucky! Continued on pg 2
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Presidents Message Continued:

I have two extension ladders and two step ladders that were bought and paid for years ago. I have two 
outlet testers, two stinger flashlights, a voltage stick, screw driver, knee pads, coveralls and my radon 
monitors. That is it. The rest of my assets are my knowledge, CREDIBILITY, common sense, as well as 
my ability to write a detailed and CONCISE report and more importantly, my ability to identify items that 
were not inspected and why and disclaim items that are not included in the inspection. Oh, I almost 
forgot, most important, my charm and wit. 

I have learned after 35 years in the profession and 20 years in this organization that more inspectors are 
worried about themselves than the profession overall. The CAHI boards job is to keep its membership 
educated, informed and keep the organization viable. It’s the president’s job to keep the board moving 
forward. He needs to poke his head out of the rabbit hole from time to time and look around and see 
what’s going on out there that may affect our profession. He can’t just let it come to him. Frankly if that’s 
the way one operates, then opportunities can pass right by. 

I talked about history in last month’s newsletter. The home inspection profession has evolved 
tremendously since I entered it in 1989. Much of the evolution was due to technology and the potential to 
make money off of home inspectors. It has evolved so much that it has turned into an industry with 
literally thousands of people trying to sell hundreds of products and services to us that cut into our profit 
margin. Drone $2000, crawbot $3000, Infrared camera, $5000, Sewer scope $8000, laser levels, body 
cam, call center, Customer Relation Management, Social media marketing, software leasing…
crawlspace gloves! 

Most of the changes to our profession that have occurred in this state since I have been a home 
inspector have been driven by factions outside the profession. This includes licensing. Because we are 
relatively small in number, fractured and poorly represented we do not determine our own fate. Try not to 
let that continue. Over the years as inspections became more detailed, the real estate profession 
counteracted with terms like as is, the price reflects the condition of the home, health and safety issue 
only, for informational purposes only, walks and talks and now the waiving of home inspections. Connect 
the dots!

Now the advice part. According to OREP CT is the best state to inspect in regarding pricing. Raise prices 
not work load. Don’t keep adding stuff for free. NO profession does that. My question is why do we? Is it 
for personal gratification? Why are we so hell bent on doing things when we aren’t required to? If 
someone contracts a builder to build a ranch style house, does he go ahead and build a colonial…for the 
same price…just because he can? DO NOT BE CODE ENFORCERS…you’re not getting paid enough. 

Unite Connecticut’s home inspection profession, there is safety and more power in numbers. Get a CAHI 
member on the state board. Maybe begin relationships with other trade organizations who will be allies 
when bills that go against our profession come down the pipe. Too many things are happening without 
our knowledge. 
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Presidents Message Continued:

Lastly, there are four other board members that are resigning this month as well. I would like to 
acknowledge them in my last presidents corner. 

Kevin Morey is a seasoned veteran inspector who I met in the early 90s when I was an ASHI member. 
He was the first home inspector that I became friends with, and we have remained friends every since. 
He served as CAHI vice president and as director for the past several years and has chaired the 
scholarship committee. Thank you, Kevin, enjoy the golden years. 

Al Dingfelder has been a long time member, has been on the board and has been newsletter editor 
since I have been on the board, except for two years he took off for health reasons. He has always 
been dedicated to bringing good information to the members through the newsletter format. Al is 
currently vice president of CAHI and has also chaired the scholarship committee recently among other 
things. Thank you, Al, and enjoy the golden years as well. 

Jim Enowitch, Mr. secretary and Mr. IT! He has been the glue to this organization for as long as I have 
been on the board. He managed the website, processed membership renewals and continuing 
education and all other back end items of the website and organization in between. He has been a 
machine and I thank him for everything he has done.

Last, Scott Monforte…Mr Education. Scott has worked tirelessly to keep the continuing ed fresh and 
current. It hasn’t been easy at times, but he filled in the gaps when needed. Scott has also served as 
president, vice president and is currently CAHI treasurer. 

These guys are CAHI icons in my eyes, as they dedicated their time to leading the organization and its 
members as well as furthering the profession, all while running very successful business and tending 
to their family’s needs. God bless you!

It was an honor serving with them and for you!

Stan

“If you look at the sky or don't, no matter,

A star shall remain a star!”
― Md. Ziaul Haque
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From left to right, home inspectors John Gallagher, Michael Atwell, Jameson Malgeri, and Morgan Cohen. Photo 
courtesy of MKC Associates Home Inspection and Morgan Cohen.

In our Inspector Spotlight series, we take a closer look at individual inspectors making an 
impact on the inspection industry.

For many years, home inspectors and buyers have combated the same problem: the pressure 
to waive inspections.

This trend of buyers skipping home inspections is nationwide. But it appears most often in 
regions with high real estate demand and low inventory. Homes sell fast, sometimes for 
hundreds of thousands of dollars over the asking price, and sometimes sight unseen. Buyers, in 
turn, look for ways to compete in stressful, fast-paced bidding wars. Real estate agents say they 
won’t stand a chance if they submit offers with a home inspection contingency.

What’s a buyer to do? You’ve guessed it: They waive the inspection. As a result, they’ve not 
only bought the home over budget. They’re now also strapped with a laundry list of expensive 
repairs they didn’t expect to find and possibly can’t afford.

It’s a remorseful and frustrating pattern. In Massachusetts, home inspectors had grown weary 
waiting for it to end. They’ve had enough, and they’re doing something about it.

Following months of collaboration together, members of the American Society of Home 
Inspectors’ (ASHI’s) New England chapter drafted and promoted a new House and Senate bill 
designed to protect consumers’ rights to a home inspection. We interviewed three of the 
inspectors behind the bill to learn more.
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How It Works

Right now, when Massachusetts buyers submit an offer and want to waive the home inspection 
contingency, they check off a box indicating they do not want an inspection, explains Morgan 
Cohen of MKC Associates. This choice is visible to the seller, who may view that offer more 
favorably than those with the home inspection contingency.

Alternatively, the bill proposes removing the box from the offer so the seller won’t know who’s 
keeping the home inspection contingency and who’s waiving it. This means offers could no longer 
use the contingency as a bargaining chip in their negotiations, writes Jason Law of Boston 25 
News.

Many of the Massachusetts home inspectors involved in promoting the bill wanted a way to 
protect consumers without mandating their services, explains John Gallagher of Clark Hill 
Inspections. As such, this bill wouldn’t change the state’s current home inspection laws or 
licensing, nor would it make inspections a state requirement. If these inspectors can advocate for 
home inspections as a crucial, public good—rather than taking away the buyers’ choice to have or 
skip an inspection—they hope buyers will also have more protection and incentive to make 
informed purchases.

“[The bill has] really no notable effect on the price, on the amount of transactions, or the market 
as a whole. It’s part of just protecting people,” Gallagher said. “I’ve heard stories from realtors of 
houses being listed at a price, going $150,000, $200,000, $300,000 over asking [and without 
home inspections]—not because these are underpriced, but because the market was so 
competitive that [buyers] felt there’s no other way they could make an offer that would be 
considered unless they waived that last protection that they had.”

How It Started

Drafting the bill has been a true labor of love. Massachusetts home inspectors, including several 
members of the ASHI New England chapter, have been happy to pitch in their time and efforts 
and to bring this vision to life.

It started in 2022, when Michael Atwell of J. May Home Inspections called a fellow chapter 
member to discuss the ever-popular waiving of the home inspection contingency. He knew the 
trend was taking advantage of buyers, and he was ready to intervene.

“I just thought this was very, very cruel what was happening to buyers,” Atwell recounts. “When 
the state [of Massachusetts] came up with the idea of licensing us, it was a consumer protection 
idea. And so now, people weren’t even getting the protections that the state put into law 20 years 
ago. I thought, ‘Gee, they’re not even getting the minimum state standard here, and that’s not 
right.’”

Atwell began working with a lawyer to start drafting a potential new law. They needed a website, a 
separate corporation, a hired lobbyist, and several revisions until everyone agreed what the bill 
should look like, he said. At the same time, other ASHI New England members helped talk to 
realtors, legislators, attorneys, and more inspectors. Their collaborative efforts allowed them to 
reach a consensus on the best way to protect home buyers in Massachusetts, Gallagher 
explained.
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A Chance to Educate

After asking others in the Massachusetts real 
estate circle, these inspectors discovered just how 
often buyers were skipping home inspections.

“Talking to different realtors, 70 percent of offers 
don’t have inspection contingencies. I had a real 
estate closing attorney say that, in a six-month 
period, he did 50 closings and two of them had 
inspections,” Gallagher said. “That’s crazy, and 
ultimately, it’s unfair.”

Creating the bill has also given inspectors an 
opportunity to educate and advocate for 
consumers’ actual rights to an inspection—not just 
their rights to ask for an inspection, Cohen clarifies.

“People here will say, ‘We know that home inspectors have licensure and there’s regulations and 
all this stuff. Don’t you already have the right to a home inspection?’” Cohen said. “I think it was 
Mike Atwell [who] said, ‘No, you don’t have a right to a home inspection currently in 
Massachusetts. You have the right to ask for one.’ … But it becomes meaningless because 
there’s 20 or 30 offers behind you or in front of you that have waived the [home] inspection 
contingency. You’re not going to get it. That’s the main difference here. You have a real right to a 
home inspection if this [bill] passes—when this passes.”

“I think the work is really educating people,” Gallagher said. “Because I do feel that some default 
to be like, ‘Oh, you’re making inspections mandatory.’ That’s certainly not the case. There’s 
nothing mandatory about it. We’re [solidifying] a right to a person to protect themselves through 
normal due diligence.”

Responses to Change

Public response to the bill has been positive overall. In Law’s aforementioned Boston 25 News 
article, Sen. Michael Moore, who sponsored the bill, referred to it as “common sense” legislation 
and said he hadn’t encountered opposition.

From the feedback Cohen heard, most people were simply surprised that such a law didn’t exist 
yet. Others are less receptive to the change, Gallagher says.

“I think it’s generally been well received. But there are certainly people that don’t like change and 
are going to resist it,” he said.

Atwell says he’s received pushback from a few individual agents. It goes to show that, while some 
realtors have their eyes on the sale, many openly commend home inspections as a crucial 
protection for buyers.
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“I know somebody who was in line to get into an open house, and the listing agent came to the 
door and said, ‘Any offers with home inspection contingencies won’t be considered,’” Atwell 
relates. “One [agent] told me, ‘Why would I want an inspection if it gets in the way of my deal?’ 
He just told me that right to my face.”

“But I’m saying they’re not all like that,” he continues. “I inspected a house for a woman who 
turned out to be a real estate agent. And she said, ‘I won’t work with anyone unless they’re 
going to get a home inspection. I’ve been doing this for 20 years, and I have to sleep at night. I 
know what turns up at a home inspection.’”

How It’s Going

At the time of writing, Gallagher, Atwell, Cohen, and Jameson Malgeri of Another Level Home 
Inspection had recently spoken in front of the Senate Committee of Consumer Protection to 
advocate for the bill. The committee will decide whether to recommend it, not recommend it, or 
review it further, Gallagher explains. From there, the bill could pass through to another 
committee, and then to each house for debate, amendment, and a final vote, depending on how 
it’s received.

Simultaneously, chapter members are calling every licensed inspector in the state to ask for 
support. Cohen also emailed ASHI leadership, both chapter and headquarters, and the 
International Association of Certified Home Inspectors (InterNACHI). He emphasizes that, 
although the ASHI New England chapter initiated the bill, they want it to include and benefit 
every home inspector in Massachusetts. The more support they get, the more likely it is to pass, 
Atwell suggests.

You can read more about the bill and ways to share your support in Cohen’s blog article here.

Big Picture

The ASHI New England chapter members who’ve worked 
on the bill noticed that buyers who can’t afford major 
repairs experience the most pressure to waive their 
inspection rights. As such, Atwell explains, those who 
have the most to lose face the brunt of the consequences. 
Looking ahead, these inspectors hope to contribute to a 
more equitable system that sets up all buyers for success.

“You have a system in Massachusetts where, if you’re 
wealthy, you get the protection of an inspection.  … [But] 
the people who are most vulnerable, who are trying to get 
into the housing market—especially disadvantaged 
groups—they don’t get due protection. And that’s not 
right,” Gallagher said. “There is an uphill battle, for sure. 
But this bill doesn’t cost the state a nickel, and it does a 
real public good. We’re hoping that, on those merits, the 
bill will continue on its path to be considered by the 
legislature.”
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The Massachusetts home inspectors also hope this bill can serve as a template for home 
inspectors wanting to achieve something similar in their areas. It may not work for every state, 
Gallagher clarifies. But the joint efforts of these ASHI New England chapter members show how 
much can be achieved for the industry’s common good—how far a dream can go—when you 
have a supportive community to share it with.

As Gallagher says, it all starts with an openness to dialogue and teamwork, particularly among 
home inspectors.

“I think collaboration on ideas, not necessarily collaborating on the money-making aspect of 
inspections, but just that collaborative atmosphere, really helps us see big-picture items. Not 
walking into the meeting looking at the other 30 or 40 guys saying, ‘Wow, I’m competing against 
all you guys,’” he said. “We can all work together on things that benefit all of us.”
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IRS Introducing Free Direct Filing Program In 2024, What 
Taxpayers Should Know

In 2024, the IRS will launch a pilot test of its free, direct e-file system for individual tax 
returns. This would be the first time the IRS offers direct electronic filing, rather than having 
the filing administrated through a third-party. This comes as more taxpayers than ever have 
turned to e-filing software. The pilot program has sparked interest in taxpayers as shown by a 
poll conducted by the IRS, but there is still much to learn about this new program.  Anders tax 
senior manager Rebekah Tucker spoke at length about the new program during her 
appearance on The Show on KMOX.

IRS TO EXPAND FREE DIRECT FILING PROGRAM IN UPCOMING PILOT 
TEST 
Electronic tax filing software, like those offered by TurboTax or H&R Block, are popular ways 
for taxpayers to file every year. While the IRS already offers a free, direct e-filing service for 
taxpayers, the agency plans to expand the program in 2024. The biggest change to the 
program will be the fact that filing won’t be administered by a third-party and will instead be 
handled directly by the IRS. 

According to a poll distributed by the IRS in 2022, about 72% of responding taxpayers 
expressed at least some interest in the program. That same poll found that 68% of 
respondents were somewhat likely to very likely to switch from their current self-preparation 
software to the free version offered by the IRS.  

Despite the seemingly high interest in the new program, it’s unclear when the program will 
become available or whether state tax filing will be included within it. Currently, the direct 
filing program through the IRS walks taxpayers through both state and federal tax filings so 
they can be completed at the same time, but it’s not yet apparent if this will also be available 
under the new system. 

POSSIBLE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PAID FILING AND FREE IRS FILING 
PROGRAMS 
One of the major differences between the free, direct IRS filing program and paid tax filing 
programs like those offered by H&R Block and TurboTax is information retention. The paid 
programs often retain information from the previous year’s filing, making it easier to file the 
following year. These programs can also prompt you if you give a different response than 
what had been recorded the previous year. It’s possible that, in time, the new direct file option 
from the IRS may have comparable capabilities, but that’s just speculation. 

As tax returns become more complex, or if a taxpayer is filing multiple state tax returns, paid 
tax filing programs often require users to upgrade their account at a higher cost to account for 
the complexity. It’s possible that the introduction of a free filing program through the IRS will 
eventually create more competition for these software companies and have an influence on 
their pricing model. If the program proves to be successful and attracts more users to the 
new filing system, it could cause the average cost per taxpayer to file taxes to go down. 
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Keep in mind that not all filing systems are created equally. Taxpayers with complicated tax 
filings may achieve better tax savings through employing a professional accounting service. 
Engaging an accountant or CPA can help keep taxpayers compliant with tax laws and 
regulations in addition to reducing user error. Individuals who own businesses will appreciate 
how much more simplified the tax filing process is with a trusted advisor at their side.  

Anders Tax advisors will continue to monitor updates and changes to the tax filing system to 
keep you informed and prepared for upcoming tax seasons. Learn more about how our 
advisors can assist with your tax filing process, and the associated fees, by contacting Anders 
below.
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A Fall Checklist of 10 Things You Gotta Do Before Winter 
Sets In
Such as look for roof leaks before the first winter snow. Preventive maintenance is key.

When the last of summer's heat is a faint memory and you're pulling out your hoodies more than 
your shorts, it's time to tackle a few simple chores. They'll make winter more pleasant and 
prevent some nasty surprises next spring.

This fall checklist will help:
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#1 Clean and Stow Your Mower
If you’re not familiar with fuel stabilizer, get to know it. In a mower that sits for months with gas in 
its tank, the gas will slowly deteriorate, which can damage internal engine parts. Fuel stabilizer 
(about $10 for a 10-ounce bottle) prevents gas from degrading. Add stabilizer to your gasoline to 
help keep spare gas in good condition over the winter. And top off your mower tank with 
stabilized gas before you put the mower away for the winter. Run the mower for five minutes to 
make sure the stabilizer reaches the carburetor.

Another lawn mower care method is to run your mower dry before stowing it.

1. When the mower is cool, remove the spark plug and pour a capful of engine oil into the spark
plug hole.
2. Pull the starter cord a couple of times to distribute the oil, which keeps pistons lubricated and
ensures an easy start come spring.
3. Turn the mower on its side and clean out accumulated grass and gunk from the mower deck.

#2 Remove Garden Hoses from Faucets
Remove garden hoses from outdoor faucets. Leaving hoses attached can cause water to back 
up in the faucets and in the plumbing pipes just inside your exterior walls. If freezing temps hit, 
that water could freeze, expand, and crack the faucet or pipes. Make this an early fall priority so a 
sudden cold snap doesn’t sneak up and cause damage.

Turn off any shutoff valves on water supply lines that lead to exterior faucets. That way, you’ll 
guard against minor leaks that may let water enter the faucet. 

While you’re at it, drain garden hoses and store them in a shed or garage.

#3 Drain Your Sprinkler System
Time to drain your irrigation system. Even buried irrigation lines can freeze, leading to busted 
pipes and broken sprinkler heads.

1. Turn off the water to the system at the main valve.
2. Shut off the automatic controller.
3. Open drain valves to remove water from the system.
4. Remove any above-ground sprinkler heads and shake the water out of them, then replace.

If you don’t have drain valves, hire an irrigation pro to blow out the system pipes with 
compressed air. A pro is worth the $100 to $250 charge to make sure the job is done right and to 
avoid burst pipes and sprinkler head repairs in the spring.

#4 Seal Air Leaks
Grab a couple of tubes of color-matched exterior caulk ($8.50 for 10 fluid ounces) and make a 
trip around your home’s exterior, sealing cracks between trim and siding, around window and 
door frames, and where pipes and wires enter your house. Preventing moisture from getting 
inside your walls is one of the least expensive — and most important — of your fall maintenance 
jobs. You’ll also seal air leaks that waste energy.

Pick a nice day when temps are above 50 degrees so caulk flows easily.
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#5 Degunk Your Gutters
Clogged rain gutters can cause ice dams, which can lead to expensive repairs. After the leaves 
have fallen, clean your gutters to remove leaves, twigs, and gunk. Make sure gutters aren’t 
sagging and trapping water; tighten gutter hangers and downspout brackets. Replace any worn 
or damaged gutters and downspouts.

If you find colored grit from asphalt roof shingles in your gutters, beware. That sand-like grit helps 
protect shingles from the damaging ultraviolet rays of the sun. Look closely for other signs of roof 
damage (#6, below); it may be time for a roofing replacement.

Your downspouts should extend at least five feet away from your house to prevent foundation 
problems. If they don’t, add downspout extensions, which cost $5 to $13 each.

#6 Eyeball Your Roof
If you have a steep roof or a multistory house, stay safe and use binoculars to inspect your roof 
from the ground. Look for warning signs: shingles that are buckled, cracked, or missing; rust 
spots on flashing. Replace any loose, damaged, or missing shingles immediately.

Black algae stains are just cosmetic, but masses of moss and lichen could signal roofing that’s 
decayed underneath. Call in a pro roofer for a $121 to $321 evaluation.

A plumbing vent stack usually is flashed with a rubber collar — called a boot — which may crack 
or loosen over time. A boot will wear out before your roof does, so make sure it's in good shape. 
A pro roofer will charge $150 to $500 to replace a boot, depending on how steep your roof is.

#7 Direct Your Drainage
Take a close look at the soil around your foundation and make sure it slopes away from your 
house at least six vertical inches over 10 feet. That way, you’ll keep water from soaking the soils 
around your foundation, which could lead to cracks and leaks.

Be sure soil doesn’t touch your siding.

#8 Check Your Furnace
Schedule an appointment with a heating and cooling pro to get your heating system checked and 
tuned up for the coming heating season. You’ll pay $70 to $200 for a checkup. An annual 
maintenance contract costs $150 to $500 annually, depending on the service contract terms and 
conditions.

Change your furnace filters, too. This is a job you should do every two months anyway, but if you 
haven’t, now’s the time. If your HVAC includes a built-in humidifier, make sure the contractor 
replaces that filter.

#9 Prune Plants
The best time to prune plants and trees is late fall, when the summer growth cycle is over. Your 
goal is to keep limbs and branches at least three feet from your house so moisture won’t drip 
onto roofing and siding, and to prevent damage to your house exterior during high winds.

For advice on pruning specific plants in your region, check with your state extension service.
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#10 Give Your Fireplace a Once-Over
To make sure your fireplace is safe, grab a flashlight and look up inside your fireplace flue to 
make sure the damper opens and closes properly. Open the damper and look up into the flue 
to make sure it’s free of birds’ nests, branches, and leaves, or other obstructions. You should 
see daylight at the top of the chimney.

Check the firebox for cracked or missing bricks and mortar. If you spot any damage, order a 
professional fireplace and chimney inspection. An inspection costs $100 to $500.

Your fireplace flue should be cleaned of creosote buildup every other year. A professional 
chimney sweep will charge $150 to $250 for the service.
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Guide to filing your taxes in 2023

• Changes for 2023
• About filing your tax return
• Different ways to file your taxes
• Understand Refund Anticipation Checks and Refund
• Advance Loans Access your tax refund quickly and safely

2023 tax deadlines
The end of the 2023 tax season for most Americans is April 18, 2023. If you are unable to file 
before that date you still have options.
1. You can file for an extension. Filing an extension  gives you an additional six months to
October 15, 2023, to submit a complete return. If you believe you will owe taxes you must
estimate how much you owe and pay the amount due with your extension form .
2. You can file a late return without an extension. If you owe taxes, then you may be
assessed a penalty for filing late.
3. If you do not owe taxes or you expect a refund, you may not owe a penalty. Still, it may
be best to file as soon as you can to receive your refund or to ensure you don’t owe a balance.
See below for more information on ways to file a return for free and claiming your tax refund.

Exceptions to 2023 tax season filing deadline
 Disaster-area taxpayers in most of California and parts of Alabama and Georgia now
have until Oct. 16, 2023 to file a federal tax return
 Mississippi storm victims now have until July 31, 2023, to file a federal tax return
Changes for 2023
When you file your taxes this year, you may have a lower refund amount, since some tax 
credits that were expanded and increased in 2021 will return to 2019 levels. The 2023 changes  
include amounts for the Child Tax Credit (CTC), Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), and Child 
and Dependent Care Credit.

 Those who got $3,600 per dependent in 2021 for the CTC will, if eligible, get $2,000 for
the 2022 tax year.
 For the EITC, eligible taxpayers with no children who received roughly $1,500 in 2021
will now get a maximum of $530 in 2022.
 The Child and Dependent Care Credit returns to a maximum of $2,100 in 2022 instead
of $8,000 in 2021.

About filing your tax return
If you have income below the standard deduction threshold for 2022 , which is $12,950 for 
single filers and $25,900 for married couples filing jointly , you may not be required to file a 
return. However, you may want to file anyway. In many cases, especially for people with low 
incomes, these features can increase the amount you could receive in a refund. There are 
some key factors to make sure you look out for.
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Over-withholding
If you worked during 2022 and had taxes withheld from your paycheck, you may be able to get 
some or all of that “over-withholding” back in your refund. Make sure you get W2 forms from all 
your employers and enter that information into the tax form when you fill it out.
The earned income tax credit
To claim the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) , you must
 Have worked and had earned income  under $59,187
 Have investment income below $10,000 in the tax year 2022
 Have a valid Social Security number  by the due date of your 2022 return (including
extensions)
 Be a U.S. citizen or a resident alien  all year
 Not file Form 2555 (related to foreign earned income)
If you are eligible for this credit, the maximum amount you could receive is:
 $560 if you have no dependent children
 $3,733 if you have one qualifying child
 $6,164 if you have two qualifying children
 $6,935 if you have three or more qualifying children

The child tax credit (CTC)
The Child Tax Credit  is worth a maximum of $2,000 per qualifying child. Up to $1,500 is 
refundable. To be eligible for the CTC, you must have earned more than $2,500.

Different ways to file your taxes
If you are one of the estimated 100 million people that are eligible to file your tax return for free 
you can keep all of your refund money by choosing one of three options.

In person full-service free tax preparation
If you meet the requirements below, you may be able to take advantage of in-person, full-
service tax preparation services through the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) , 
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide, and The Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) programs. These 
free programs have operated for over 50 years and use IRS certified tax preparers and meet 
high IRS quality standards. This means you can be assured that you will have an accurate 
return.

You can schedule an appointment with VITA/TCE and Tax-Aide sites if you:
 Generally make $60,000 or less,
 Have a disability,
 Have limited English skills or speak English as a second language, or
 Are 60 years or older
Find a VITA or an AARP Tax Aide site
Note: Some VITA or AARP Tax Aide sites are open year-round and some close at the end of
tax season. When you search for a site, check the “Dates open” column to find a site that plans
to remain open after April 18, 2023.
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Remote full-service free tax preparation

You can prepare your own return with help from IRS certified volunteers when you need it 
through MyFreeTaxes  if:
 Your income is $73,000 or less.
You can get connected to VITA providers around the country virtually to have your return
prepared by signing up through GetYourRefund  if:
 Your income is $66,000 or less.

Free self-preparation
You can prepare and file your own return through IRS Free File :
 If your income is $73,000 or less, you can access guided return preparation assistance.
 If your income is greater than $73,000 you can access fillable forms to prepare your own
return without assistance.

Free tax filing for service members
You can prepare and file your tax return for free through MilTax  if you are:
 Active-duty service members, spouses and dependent children of the eligible service
members.
 Members of the National Guard and reserve — regardless of activation status.
 Retired and honorably discharged service members, including Coast Guard veterans,
within 365 days of their discharge.
 A family member who is managing the affairs of an eligible service member while the
service member is deployed.
 A designated family member of a severely-injured service member who is incapable of
handling their own affairs.
 Eligible survivors of active-duty, National Guard and reserve deceased service members
regardless of conflict or activation status.
 Some members of the Defense Department civilian expeditionary workforce.

Consider these factors before using a fee-based tax preparer
Before choosing to pay someone to prepare your taxes here are a few things to consider:
 The fees you pay will generally be based on the complexity of your return. If for example
you have multiple sources of income including self-employment, are claiming certain tax credits,
or have had changes in your life circumstances during the course of the year you will likely pay
more than if you have a simple return.
o Despite the complexity of your return, you may still be eligible to file your taxes for
free if you meet the guidelines listed above so check with the free provider of your choice
first before paying to have your taxes done.
 If you go to a paid preparer they may offer you additional products that will reduce the
amount of your refund such as refund anticipation checks or refund anticipation loans.

Understand refund anticipation checks and refund advance loans
Refund Anticipation Check (RAC)
If you use a fee-based tax preparer and you don’t have the necessary filing fees, some tax preparers may 
offer you a refund anticipation check (RAC). A RAC allows you to pay the tax preparation fee out of your 
refund instead of upfront. When you receive your refund, the tax preparer will take out the RAC fee, filing 
fee, and any other service fees they charged you. A RAC doesn’t deliver your refund more quickly.
RAC fees typically range from $30 to $50.

18



Refund Advance Loan (RAL)

Some fee-based tax preparers may offer you a refund advance loan (RAL) so that you can get a 
portion of your expected refund in advance. Tax preparers may call them a “tax refund advance.” 
If you decide to do an advance, you will borrow money upfront from the preparer, and once the 
IRS issues your refund to the tax preparer, you receive the remaining portion, minus the RAL fee, 
and any other service fees they charged you. The amount of a RAL is typically a percentage of 
your estimated tax refund.
All tax preparation firms are different. Some firms offer RALs with no fees or interest, but others 
may charge fees and interest.
Keep in mind that when you file electronically, the IRS typically issues most refunds in less than 
21 days, so you may end up paying a big RAL fee for a short-term advance.
As with any financial product or service, carefully consider all fees and charges, as well as 
timing, to help make an informed decision that’s best for your situation.

Access your tax refund quickly and safely
If you think you may receive a refund, here are some things to think about before you file your 
return:
 Electronically filing and choosing direct deposit is the fastest way to get your
refund. When using direct deposit, the IRS normally issues refunds within 21 days. Issuance of
paper check refunds may take much longer. The IRS estimates 4 to 6 weeks.
o If you already have an account with a bank or credit union, make sure you have your
information ready — including the account and routing number — when you file your tax return.
You can provide that information on the tax form and the IRS will automatically deposit the funds
into your account.
o If you have a prepaid card that accepts direct deposit, you can also receive your
refund on the card. Check with your prepaid card provider to get the routing and account number
assigned to the card before you file your return.
o Learn more about choosing the right prepaid card.
 If you don’t have a bank account or prepaid card, consider opening an account or
getting a prepaid card. Many banks and credit unions offer accounts with low (or no) monthly
maintenance fees when you have direct deposit or maintain a minimum balance. These accounts
may limit the types of fees you can incur and may also offer free access to in-network automated
teller machines (ATMs). You can often open these accounts easily online.
o Learn more about the FDIC’s #GetBanked campaign .

Watch out for tax scams!
Scammers usually target you by impersonating the IRS to get you to share your personal 
information with them. Thousands of people have lost millions of dollars and their personal 
information to tax scams. Scammers use mail, telephone, or email to target individuals, 
businesses, and payroll and tax professionals.
The IRS does not initiate contact with taxpayers by email, text messages, or social media 
channels to request personal or financial information. Learn how to recognize the telltale signs of 
a scam  and make sure you know how to tell if it’s really the IRS calling or knocking on your door. 
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CAHI & Make a Wish!
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CAHI 
Presidents 

Stanley Bajerski

Bernie Caliendo 

Robert Dattilo 

Woody Dawson 

Michael DeLugan 

David Hetzel 

William Kievit

Richard Kobylenski 

Dan Kristiansen 

Scott Monforte 

Joseph Pelliccio 

Pete Petrino 

Dwight Uffer 

They have served as our 
primary leaders and in  

other capacities since 1992.

Please thank them for  
their service when you 

have a chance.

CT Home Inspection
Licensing Board  

Larry Willette, Chairman   (Tolland)          Inspector

Richard Kobylenski    (Coventry) Inspector

Bruce Schaefer   (Woodbridge) Inspector

Marc Champagne   (Monroe) Inspector

Tim Needham   (Simsbury) Inspector

Vacant Inspector

Vacant Public Member

Vacant Public Member

CAHI
Executive Board 

President    Stan Bajerski 
203-257-1694

Vice President    Al Dingfelder 
203-376-8452

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director

  Scott Monforte 
203-877-4774

  James Enowitch 
860-989-0068

  Woody Dawson 
203-710-1795

   Dan Kristiansen 
203-257-0912

   Mike Drouin 
860-384-2741

  Kevin Morey 
860-488-8148

  Jeff Poynton 
203-528-6341

The Licensing Board meetings
are held at 9:30 am

Dept of Consumer Protection
165 Capitol Avenue. Hartford

The public is always welcome.

Articles published in CAHI Monthly are
the sole opinion of the author. CAHI

does not endorse or state a position for
or against the content of said articles.

Contact CAHI c/o
James Enowitch

34-3 Shunpike Rd. #236
Cromwell, CT 06416

Email: info@ctinspectors.com
Web: www.ctinspectors.com
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