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MONTHLY MEETINGS – Details & Info
CAHI’s regular monthly meetings are held at the Best Western located at

201 Washington Ave (RT 5), North Haven. 
Meetings are still free to members but RESERVATIONS are a MUST. 

Reservations can be made at our CAHI website.
Most meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of the month from 7-9pm. Guests 
are always welcome! Guests may attend 2 free monthly meetings to experience 
our presentations, meet our members, and receive a CE attendance certificate 

Joining CAHI may be done at anytime of the year through our Membership Page.

January 2024 Volume 29, Issue 25

Meeting Date!
January 24th

Membership Meeting
5:00 - 9:00 pm

The State of Ct 
required Law Seminar 

hosted by CAHI
Presenter - 

Aaron Menlove of 
InspectorPro Insurance

Location - 
Best Western Plus, 201 

Washington Avenue, 
North Haven, CT 06473

Check Events page of CAHI 
Web Site for details and for 

registration!

Presidents Corner

"Choices"

Welcome to 2024. Fresh beginnings and lots of moisture.

Life is about choices.

As a CAHI member you have each made a choice. You made the choice 
to join or to continue a relationship with CAHI, the largest home inspection 
association in the State of CT. Thank you for making that choice and 
trusting that your board of directors will continue to provide relevant 
continuing education seminars and events.

Expanding upon that thought, you made a choice to personally attend past 
events with fellow professionals, chose to continue trade relationships and 
most important, you chose to network with like minded inspectors that 
recognize the benefits that one gleans from the social network that is CAHI 
rather than sit home in the dark in front of a computer to get your credits.

Each and every day you have a choice. You have the choice to embrace 
the day, to be happy, to move forward and to make a difference potentially 
in other peoples live rather than looking back at the past. Choose forward.

Sadly, some in our membership have recently chosen, whether it was a 
financial decision, a retirement decision, etc. to shelve the flashlight. I 
believe that the organization was created by the "originals" as not just a 
professional organization but more of a social network and fraternity. As a 
CAHI member for over 20 years and your current president, I can say, "you 
will be missed" and "you are always welcome". I hope that periodically you 
choose to attend a meeting.

Continued on pg 2
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Presidents Message Continued:
The final details regarding the law seminar on the 24th of January are coming together. The event has 
been posted on the CAHI website and registration is now open. Previews of the presentation discussed 
between the presenter and the representatives from the board are exciting. I hope everyone chooses to 
attend.

As always I ask each and every one of you for your thoughts and comments relative to the organization.
May health, happiness and good fortune await all of you and yours in the coming year.

My direct email is: dkristians@aol.com.

Best,

Dan Kristiansen 
President
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“filter should be outside or 
inside to work?” also 
notice exposed wire nuts!

If anyone has suggestions 
on websites, etc to get 
newsletter info, please let 
me know. 

-Jeff
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Let it Snow and Play it Safe This Winter;
CPSC Offers Tips to Prevent Injuries While
Enjoying Outdoor Activities
Hi Neighbor!

In an effort to reduce winter hazard incidents, CPSC urges you to keep safety in sight while 
playing or working in cold weather.

According to the latest CPSC data, in 2022, there were an estimated 124,700 winter sports-
related injuries treated in emergency rooms nationwide. Of all injuries:

• 53% occurred during snow skiing and
• snowboarding, 17% during ice hockey,
• 16% while ice skating,
• 10% while using toboggans, sleds, and snow

discs, and 4% while using snowmobiles.

4

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNwc2MuZ292L1NhZmV0eS1FZHVjYXRpb24vTmVpZ2hib3Job29kLVNhZmV0eS1OZXR3b3JrP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzEyMjEuODc0NjA0OTEifQ.8oEvGwP5m6Sa8e9TJL9EL_H_V7FbvwT-tyL7pSmiFpg/s/3061161290/br/233577733541-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNwc2MuZ292L05ld3Nyb29tL05ld3MtUmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyNC9MZXQtaXQtU25vdy1hbmQtUGxheS1pdC1TYWZlLVRoaXMtV2ludGVyLUNQU0MtT2ZmZXJzLVRpcHMtdG8tUHJldmVudC1Jbmp1cmllcy1XaGlsZS1FbmpveWluZy1PdXRkb29yLUFjdGl2aXRpZXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTIyMS44NzQ2MDQ5MSJ9.06zr-9vtd4cJ_BU19W7MNmM7hELgQBlQA58hQD69J_8/s/3061161290/br/233577733541-l


Many of these incidents can be avoided by following some practical safety tips. Winter 

Sports Safety – Helmets Make a Difference

• Wear appropriate protective gear, including goggles, helmets,
gloves, and padding.

• Wear a properly fitted helmet to reduce the risk of a head injury.
• Wear the right helmet for the activity. Check out our helmet safety

publication Which Helmet for Which Activity for more information.
• Check that equipment is working properly prior to use.

Snow Blower – Clear Snow Safely 

• Do NOT try to clear snow from the discharge chute of a snow blower with your hands
– this is when most snow blower injuries happen.

• NEVER leave a gas-powered snow blower running in an enclosed area. The exhaust
contains poisonous carbon monoxide, which can kill in minutes.

• To avoid fire, do not add gasoline to a running or hot engine; always keep the
gasoline in a gas can or portable gasoline container with a child-resistant closure to
prevent child poisonings.

 Check for Recalls
• Check your home before bringing out winter-related products, check if your products

were previously recalled.

• Report any unsafe products or any incidents where someone was injured by a

product to CPSC at saferproducts.gov.

Read our full press release.
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Are home
inspectors in
demand?

By Stephanie Jaynes 
(https://www.inspect 
orproinsurance.com/a 
uthor/sjaynes/)
January 1, 2024
Last Updated January 
5, 2024

Home inspector Matthew Steger of WIN 
Home Inspection Elizabethtown
(https://elizabethtown.wini.com/?
fbclid=IwAR3ipPaSfNTKWZ-

Ll24fMKnC11pg4x9OGgwlFySAN_vx1vX6jhAcLc
8bScE) in Pennsylvania remembers when he 
bought his first house in 1998. The interest 
rate was seven percent–same as when we 
wrote this article. But the property? The value 
has more than doubled. 

While many homeowners jump for joy when 
their properties appreciate, Steger is less 
enthusiastic. With climbing sticker prices, he’s 
seeing less real estate transactions, which 
means less home inspections for his business. 
In fact, the number of inspections Steger’s 
performing has dropped 60 percent since 2019.

“Sellers don’t want to sell and then be a buyer 
and go from a three percent [interest rate] to 
a seven or eight percent [interest rate],” he 
said. “The price of the house is expensive, but 
[so is] everything else attached to that: 
di"erent fees, what you’re going to pay to 
furnish the house, and all that stu". Everything 
is just expensive now.”
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Steger isn’t alone. Across the nation, thousands of home inspectors are experiencing a change in
demand, and it’s a"ecting people’s livelihoods. It raises questions throughout the industry:

What’s the average demand for home inspectors in the United States? What contributes to the demand?
What is the future of the home inspection industry? Are home inspectors in high demand anywhere? And
what can you do to help boost home inspector demand where you live?

In this article, we answer these questions with the help of seven active inspectors.

What’s the demand for home inspectors?
If you Google “how many home inspectors in the US,” you’ll find results estimating 40,000. But in 2024,
that may be optimistic. 

According to our interviews and housing indicators (https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics),
the average home inspector is performing 20 to 60 percent less inspections since 2020. Due to the
decline in the demand for home inspectors, some inspectors are selling their sole proprietorships to
work for multi-inspector firms and get rid of overhead costs. Many inspectors retired early or found jobs
in other professions.

“Every year, I’ve climbed in the number of inspections. But since last August, I’m probably down,” said
Tracy Andrews of HomeTeam of Scottsdale (https://www.hometeam.com/scottsdale/) in Arizona.

For Michael Parkes of RECON Property Inspections (https://reconpropertyinspections.com/) in California,
the slowdown has been particularly di#cult. Parkes’ top priority is his children. So, he puts marketing in
the backseat and relies on referrals so he can focus on family. But, he said most of his referrals have
dried up.

“For me personally, it’s definitely a lot slower,” Parkes said. “I used to have more regular work, and right
now it’s intermittent.”

In Missouri, 2024 ASHI President Mark Goodman of BPG Inspections
(https://www.bpginspections.com/inspector/8NzlzLM5) is also seeing a dip in agent referrals and
subsequent inspections. Three years ago, Goodman and his teams were doing about 50 inspections a
year for their top four real estate agents. Now, they’re lucky to see those agents 12 times a year.

As a 71-year-old Army veteran, Wind Walker of Walker’s Home & Commercial Inspections
(https://walkershomeinspection.com/) in California doesn’t need to work. But if he does continue to
inspect, the demand for home inspectors will have to pick up.

“It’d be nice to pass this o" to somebody, but if it’s this slow this time next year, I’ll stop my business.
I’ll shut it down,” Walker said.

What contributes to the demand for home inspectors?
In January 2023, the National Association of Realtors (NAR (https://www.nar.realtor/)) reported a record
low housing supply of 1.6 months. To put that in perspective, experts suggest a balanced real estate
market has six months of housing supply. NAR’s Housing Shortage Tracker
(https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/housing-statistics/housing-shortage-tracker)
estimates which areas of the United States have insu#cient inventory based on how many new permits
have been issued to build.. 

As the NAR continues to monitor the shortage, they’ve found the biggest contributing factors include:

Higher interest rates
Higher mortgage rates and home prices
Rising material costs and supply chain issues after the Covid pandemic
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Labor shortages
Increasing population due to births and longer lifespans
More institutional investors (https://www.bankrate.com/real-estate/how-investors-a"ect-housing-
shortage/)
Decline in new home construction (https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/HOUST) after the Great
Recession

In Phoenix, home prices have quadrupled in the last 14 years with the biggest hikes occurring in the
summer of 2022, said Andrews. As potential homebuyers get priced out of properties and as interest
rates climb, Andrews is seeing less sales and, subsequently, less demand for home inspectors.

“I’m talking to all my REALTORS® who have used me forever, and they’re just like, ‘No, I just don’t have
buyers,’” Andrews said. “[Potential clients are] saying they’re going to hold onto their money and ride this
roller coaster and see if rates come down enough or prices come down.”

But for our inspectors on the ground, the real estate slowdown isn’t the only reason for declining
demand for home inspectors. Even the people actively buying homes are less interested in inspections.

Why are consumers not getting home inspections?
While many are avoiding the housing market due to the high interest rates and low inventory, others are
still buying and selling. Those that do face sti" competition.

“A shortage of inventory leads to bidding war conditions. And the bidding war conditions have led to a lot
of people foregoing home inspections,” Goodman said.

To fight for the limited available housing, homebuyers are routinely o"ering much more than the asking
price–in cash, if they can. To sweeten the deal, many are also waiving contingencies, which allow them to
back out of the purchase with their earnest money deposit intact. By waiving contingencies, including
their right to a home inspection, buyers hope to look favorable to sellers. The increasing number of
homebuyers forfeiting contingencies has contributed to the decreased demand for home inspectors.

These kinds of “feeding frenzies” aren’t good for buyers, said 2023 ASHI President Lisa Alajajian Giroux of
HomeQuest Consultants, Inc. (https://www.homequestconsult.com/) in Massachusetts. In an attempt to
secure housing, buyers with insu#cient knowledge about a home’s components and defects are
abandoning their rights to learn.When they discover defects later, which they often do, they’re left
holding the bag.

“I had one job where [the buyer] didn’t even know 60 percent of his house was under a crawlspace. His
kids were getting sick, and I found the crawlspace. It was full of dead rats, raccoons, and feces, and
mold. It cost him about $95,000 to remediate that crawlspace,” she said.

Pressure for Clean O!ers

Some home inspectors argue it isn’t the buyers’ fault for waiving their inspections. They argue real estate 
agents and sellers discourage inspections–not for the buyers’ benefit, but for their own. Skipping the 
inspection and lowering the demand for home inspectors makes it easier to close the deal and get their 
commission, argue some inspectors.

“When I question an agent, they’ll say, ‘Oh, it’s not me. I would never tell my client to waive an  
inspection,’” Alajajian Giroux said. “But the buyer will
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tell me, ‘Yeah, I was advised that we probably won’t get an o"er accepted if we have the inspection  
contingency, so we should waive it.”

Goodman has witnessed a similar phenomenon with builders. He said some are putting unrealistic 
standards in place to increase the barrier to entry for inspectors because, if inspectors find defects on 
the property, it costs them precious time, money, and resources.

“Bigger builders are doing everything they can to make it harder for a home inspector to even walk on the 
property and do an inspection,” Goodman said.

Parkes said builders only allow inspectors who look out for the builders’ interests. For example, some in 
his area make inspectors sign waivers saying the  inspector will protect them, the builder, from potential 
litigation.

While there’s certainly anecdotal evidence of bad apples, it’s important to note that plenty of agents and 
builders look out for their clients and encourage inspections. And the more inspectors can educate 
agents and builders on the importance of inspecting, the more those parties can encourage clients to get 
inspections, too.

A Search for the Middle Ground
As they waive inspection contingencies to write more competitive o"ers, some homebuyers search for 
alternatives to pre-sale inspections. One increasingly popular substitute is preliminary buyer 
walkthroughs (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/business/preliminary-buyer-walkthroughs/)–
also known as consultation inspections, buyer consultations, and walk-and-talk inspections. These 30-
minute meetings in which inspectors name potential defects they can spot with a quick scan of the 
property give clients a taste of what might be lurking within the walls of their homes but they fail to tell 
the full story.

“In Massachusetts, what’s hurting us is there’s a lot of inspectors doing walk-and-talks,” Alajajian Giroux 
said. “The agents are thinking that this is a new way of doing business, and it’s not. This does not 
substitute a home inspection. There’s so much that is being missed with these walk-and-talks.”

As some homebuyers opt for these shortcut consultations, others wait until after they move in to 
discover potential defects. Five to 10 percent of the inspections Goodman performs are post-close. And 
about half the time, Goodman finds something significant that the buyer could have used to negotiate
$10,000 or more to repair.

For Steger, about 40 percent of his current business is post-close inspections.

“Obviously it’s good for them to know what they bought, but it’s kind of late for them to do anything with 
that info other than do the repairs themselves. Obviously, they can’t negotiate anything at that point 
because they own the home. But there are people who are at least still interested to find out what they 
bought,” Steger said.

Are home inspectors in high demand anywhere?
Of the seven inspectors we spoke with, only one had seen an increase in the demand for home inspections. That was Todd 
Gourley of Reveal360 Inspection Services, LLC (https://reveal360is.com/) in Colorado. Gourley attributes his healthy home 
inspector demand to his location and his marketing.

“Northern Colorado is so popular. There is such a need for housing, and the local cities and towns are building so much new 
construction,” he said. “I see a continued increase for me in the future, and it’s not all new construction. It’s just the location.”

While buyers’ home inspections still make up 75 percent of his business, Gourley diversifies with ancillary services, new 
construction inspections, and pre-warranty expiration inspections. He also has strong working relationships with a high-volume 
house flipper, a nearby university, and real estate agents. Those relationships, in addition to his heavy investments in marketing, 
have helped Gourley maintain home inspection demand.
“If I was just relying on a buyer’s inspection, then I would be having trouble, as well,” Gourley said.
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What is the future of the home inspection industry?
Between August and September 2023, NAR reported that pending home sales rose 1.1 percent
(https://www.nar.realtor/blogs/economists-outlook/pending-home-sales-rise-modestly-in-
september-2023). While September 2023’s pending sales rate was still 11 percent lower September 2022, 
inspectors are hopeful.

“My house doubled in the last eight years in price. I don’t see [home prices] coming back to where they 
were,” Andrews said. “I think interest rates will maybe get to five [percent], and I think that’s enough to 
bring all the buyers out.”

In Massachusetts, home inspectors in the ASHI New England chapter (https://ashinewengland.org/) have 
drafted a bill to make who waives inspection contingencies anonymous so it’s no longer advantageous to 
do so. Inspectors hope this will protect consumers’ rights to inspections and reinvigorate the industry.

“Everyone’s watching that bill. If it gets passed, they think you’re going to see a wave across the country: 
groups of home inspectors and chapters pushing for the same type of bill in their states,” Goodman said.

You can learn more about the bill here (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/community/home-
inspection-contingency-massachusetts-bill/).

How can I manage risk during uncertainty and
fluctuating demand for home inspectors?
While we have high hopes for the future of the home inspection industry, we don’t have a crystal ball. So 
what can we recommend during these uncertain times? Here are four ways to manage your risk.

1. Don’t cut corners.
With so few inspections available, it may be tempting to cut your inspections short. You may think you’ll 
attract more clients with the promise of a quick inspection. Or you may be eager to run home to attract 
more customers with your social media marketing.

No matter what’s pressuring you, remember to take your time and perform a thorough inspection–
complete with a pre-inspection agreement signed before you start. After all, nothing brings referrals like 
a job well-done.

2. Consider joining a multi-inspector firm.
If you can’t consistently book enough
inspections to make a living, consider joining
an established multi-inspector firm

(https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/business/multi-inspector-firms/). While they won’t do all the work for 
you, most multi-inspector firms have marketing budgets and sta" fostering relationships and generating awareness. If 
you’re newer to the business, joining a larger inspection company can give you valuable experience before you branch 
out on your own.
“Go be an inspector and see if you even want to do this for the rest of your life,” Andrews said. “Work for another 
team, a big company first, and see if you like it. See if you want to do it, see if you’re going to be good at it.”
If you do opt to join a multi-inspector firm, be sure they cover their employees with errors and omissions (E&O 
(https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/errors-and-omissions-insurance-for-home-inspectors/)) and general 
liability (GL (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/general-liability-insurance-for-home-inspectors/)) 
insurance. Learn more about the two insurance types here
(https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/general-liability-vs-errors-and-omissions-insurance/).
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3. Provide ancillary services.
Remember our outlier, Todd Gourley? In addition to living in a growing area, Gourley’s continued to grow 
his inspection business by performing ancillary services. Ancillary services are add-on or stand-alone 
examinations outside the scope of a standard home inspection. By o"ering more services, you can make 
more money, diversify your business, and di"erentiate yourself.

Gourley also encourages people to shadow professionals in residential construction, like HVAC 
technicians and electricians, to learn systems and components better than your peers.

While Walker’s calls for standard home inspections have slowed, his bookings for mold inspections have 
kept him busy.

“We’re having hotter summers and wetter winters, so the mold…is [in] higher [demand]. Plus, people are 
getting sick and they’re finding out that it’s actually dangerous to breathe the spores. So they’re 
becoming more educated,” Walker said. “I’m not rocking and rolling, but my mold inspections pay the 
bills.”

Before you o"er ancillary services, endorse your insurance policy for protection against specialty 
inspection-related claims. Learn more about endorsements here
(https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/insurance-endorsement-for-home-
inspectors/). 

4. Take advantage of discounts.

As an ASHI member, you gain access to many programs that can save you money.

“Take advantage of all the discount programs that ASHI or other organizations can provide. That does  
help,” Goodman said. “If you take advantage of programs like ASHI’s new health care program
(https://www.ligmembers.com/ASHI/), it pays for your ASHI dues 10 times over.” 

And it isn’t just health care discounts available to you as an ASHI member. With InspectorPro with the 
ASHI Advantage, you can receive discounts on the following aspects of your E&O and general liability 
policy:

• Annual premium (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/about/our-partners/american-society-of-home-inspectors-
ashi-business-insurance/)

• Equipment coverage (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/equipment-coverage/) Retirement or
“tail” coverage (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/how-inspector-tail-coverage/)

• Deductibles for model inspection agreement
• (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/categories/inspection-assets/), years without claims
• (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/diminishing-deductible/), and early reporting (https://

www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/early-reporting/)

With the ASHI Advantage, you also qualify for free:

• Pre-claims assistance (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/pre-claims-
assistance-program/)

• State-specific pre-inspection agreements (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/about/
what-sets-us-apart/pre-inspection-agreements/)
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Apply for InspectorPro with the ASHI Advantage here (https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/apply/).

Hope for New Inspectors
In this di#cult market, many are cautioning prospective inspectors from joining the industry. But there’s
a light at the end of the tunnel. There is still a need for home inspectors, and that need may be
increasing soon.

“We’re going to have a very large demand for home inspectors in the future, in the next three to five
years when this settles, because [other home inspectors] have left,” Alajajian Giroux said.

As interest rates lower and inventory increases, as clean o"ers become outdated and walk-and-talks
lose appeal, homebuyers will need home inspectors like you. So, if you’ve been asking, “Should I become
a home inspector?” the answer might be a resounding “yes!” very soon. You may be able to respond to
the shortage of home inspectors industry leaders see on the horizon.
This year, in Managing Risk, we’re writing for the underdogs, the prospective and new home inspectors
entering the industry at this strange and unprecedented time. We’ll cover topics like the pros and cons of
the profession and building trust. We’ll talk about ways to engage the community and opportunities for
mentorship. And, as your risk management gurus, we’ll let you know how to manage your risk against
claims every step of the way. Stay tuned.
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https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/diminishing-deductible/
https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/early-reporting/
https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/insurance-101/pre-claims-assistance-program/
https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/about/what-sets-us-apart/pre-inspection-agreements/
https://www.inspectorproinsurance.com/apply/


Serpentine Amphibole

Chrysotile

most common type 70%

“white asbestos”

curvy or snakelike shape

Examples of materials containing chrysotile are

Crocidolite (blue)
Amosite (brown)
Anthophyllite (rare)
Tremolite (rare)
Actinolite (rare)

high temperature uses

What is asbestos?

“Asbestos” (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21479892/) is a word that describes six fibrous minerals that are regulated due 
to the hazards associated with breathing in fibers when they are released into the environment. The six (6) regulated
asbestos minerals are classified as either serpentine or amphibole minerals. Chrysotile
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysotile) is the only serpentine mineral. Chrysotile is a curvy
shaped mineral fiber that accounts for at least 70% of all products that are asbestos containing.

The remaining !ve (5) are amphiboles, which appear as rod-like mineral !bers. They are crocidolite
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riebeckite#Crocidolite_("brous_riebeckite)) (riebeckite), amosite
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grunerite)  (cummingtonite-grunerite), anthophyllite
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthophyllite), tremolite (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tremolite), and actinolite
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Actinolite). Each of these !ber types has a distinctive !ber shape (morphology) and crystal 
habit, or manner in how it is formed. Various other minerals are shaped like asbestos ("asbestiform")
but are not included in the regulated six (6); some of these are wollastonite, erionite, winchite and richterite. Erionite is 
known to cause cancer.

(/DPH)

Connecticut State
Department of Public
Health

"oor tiles, pipe insulation, brakes, roo!ng
products

needle-like or rod-like !bers
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M8XWWCN?Acc=true&SourceUrl=https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Asbestos-Program/Asbestos-Program/General-Information-About-Asbestos-and-Health-Effects
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Asbestos-Program/Asbestos-Program/General-Information-About-Asbestos-and-Health-Effects#AboutAsbestos
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21479892/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysotile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riebeckite#Crocidolite_(fibrous_riebeckite)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grunerite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthophyllite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tremolite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Actinolite
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH


Manufacturing of products containing asbestos in the last century accounts for most of the ACM in today's buildings. Prior to
the asbestos industry's acknowledgment that asbestos posed a danger to human health, asbestos was mined for use in over
3,000 products, due to its versatility and wide ranging properties such as resistance to !re and heat, chemical corrosion,
"exibility and high tensile strength. 

Today in the US, asbestos is primarily used by the chlor-alkali industry to make semi-permeable diaphragms used in
electrolytic cells that allow the separation of sodium hydroxide and chlorine for further processing. Other primary uses of
asbestos are in brake blocks, and brake discs. However, since chrysotile asbestos is not banned, products containing
asbestos may be imported with no labeling that the products contain asbestos.

The Rotterdam Convention, a United Nations treaty, added amphibole asbestos as a hazardous material which requires
labeling, but several countries have voted against the inclusion of chrysotile to this list. The World Health Organization (WHO)
called for a global campaign to end asbestos-related diseases and since 2007 has continued to work on this campaign.
According to an article cited on PubMed from the "International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health", 255,000
people die each year globally from occupational exposure to airborne !bers. Global Asbestos Disaster - PubMed (nih.gov)
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29772681/)

Where is asbestos found?

Asbestos is naturally occurring in some soils and rocks and was mined speci!cally for use in building and manufactured
products. Information obtained from a document posted on the United States Geological Services
(http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2005/1189/) (USGS) for the eastern US details a total of three hundred thirty-one (331) sites where
naturally occurring asbestos of various amounts and types have been documented. To view additional US maps and other
geological information on asbestos, see Science Explorer (usgs.gov) (https://www.usgs.gov/data/reported-historic-
asbestos-mines-historic-asbestos-prospects-and-other-natural-occurrences)  

Is asbestos still mined today?
Asbestos is no longer mined in the US or Canada, but active mines exist in Russia, Kazakhstan, China and India. Brazil enacted
a law banning asbestos in 2017, but market reports still show that the material is exported. The USGS website informs the
public of natural resources including asbestos use. The USGS tracks all mineral industry trends and statistics since 1994 on its
website. Asbestos use has signi!cantly declined in this century. The latest report indicates that the US imported 100 million
tons of asbestos and that 100 percent of that was used by the Chlor- Alkali industry.

What products contain asbestos?

Many homes and facilities contain some type of asbestos-containing material (ACM). An ACM is any material that contains 1%
or more asbestos by weight. ACMs are either friable (easily crushed) or non-friable (such as cement).  

Some examples of ACM building products in the home, o#ce or in any other facility include the following:
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29772681/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2005/1189/
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 Friable ACM Examples Non-Friable ACM Examples

Ceiling tiles

Sprayed-on popcorn ceiling paint

Boiler and tank insulation

Pipe insulation

Paper backing

Duct insulation

Plaster walls and ceilings

Deteriorated caulk/glaze

Joint compound

Exterior siding

Roof tar

Roof "ashing

Roof shingles

Floor tiles/coverings/adhesives

Paneling glue

Other adhesives

Leveling compound

Cement pipe (“Transite” ™)

A "friable" ACM  can be easily crushed, pulverized or reduced to powder by hand pressure (materials such as
insulation, ceiling tiles, dried out caulking.)  A "non-friable" ACM can not be crushed, pulverized, or reduced to powder
by hand pressure (materials such as table tops, roo!ng and "exible "ooring). In general, the more friable the material
is, the greater the potential for asbestos exposure. Just because there is ACM present does not necessarily mean that it
is a health risk, but care must be taken so it is not accidentally disturbed.

What does it look like? How do I know if its asbestos?

You can’t tell if a product is an ACM by looking at it!

Asbestos can only be veri!ed by laboratory analysis. See Environmental
Laboratory Certi"cation (/DPH/Environmental-Health/Environmental-
Laboratory-Certi"cation)  for a list of instate and out of state approved
laboratories. If you think ACM is present and preparations are underway
for remodeling or demolition, DPH recommends having the home
inspected by a CT licensed Asbestos Inspector or Inspector/Management
Planner to identify suspect  ACM. Otherwise, it is best to leave the material
in place and avoid disturbing it. The best response for ACM in good
condition is to LEAVE IT ALONE! 
The handling and disturbance of ACM is subject to various state and federal regulations. The Connecticut Public Health Code
details requirements for licensing of asbestos abatement contractors and consultants, consultant activities, abatement work
practices, and criteria for determining when asbestos abatement has been properly completed. 

Is asbestos still in use in the United States?

ACM are still knowingly and unknowingly imported into the US and can be found in new and existing buildings. EPA and
the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) have partially banned certain uses of asbestos. For more information on
the products no longer manufactured see EPA Asbestos Ban and Phase Out Federal Register.
(https://www.epa.gov/asbestos/asbestos-ban-and-phase-out-federal-register-notices)
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https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Environmental-Health/Environmental-Laboratory-Certification
https://www.epa.gov/asbestos/asbestos-ban-and-phase-out-federal-register-notices


The EPA published a “Signi!cant New Use Rule” which requires manufacturers to submit proposed “new uses” to EPA before
marketing. EPA believes that 100 percent of the raw asbestos imported is used by the chlor-alkali industry. The EPA does not
have enough information to determine if products manufactured overseas and imported contain asbestos. The second part
of the risk assessment aims to address this knowledge void.

Health Risks (/DPH/Asbestos-Program/Asbestos-Program/General-Information-About-Asbestos-and-Health-
E!ects#HealthRisks)

Exposure to asbestos alone is not the single determining factor as to whether or not an individual will contract an asbestos-
related illness or disease.  According to the Agency for Toxic Substances Disease Registry (ATSDR) factors which must be 
considered include: the dose (how much), the duration (how long), the !ber type (mineral form and size distribution), and 
how you come in contact with it. You must also consider the other chemicals you’re exposed to and your age, sex, diet, family 
traits, (including whether you smoke tobacco), and overall state of health. 

Most of the data related to health e$ects from asbestos exposure are based on studies of asbestos workers in
work environments known to be well above the typical back ground air. Indications from these studies are that lung  scarring 
from repeated exposure, or asbestosis, often resulted from this type of environmental work exposure. Workers may be at 
greater risk of contracting lung cancer, particularly if they smoke. The risk from combining asbestos exposure with smoking is 
multiplied from 54 to 99 times.

Asbestos primarily a$ects the respiratory system and the main route of entry is through the breath. Breathing asbestos

!bers may cause:

• Asbestosis – a condition in which the lungs become scarred with !brous tissue making breathing more and more
di#cult, often requiring the victim to use oxygen. This disease can manifest 20-40 years after exposure with no
symptoms before diagnosis. Symptoms often include shortness of breath, cough and reduced lung capacity as
tested in a pulmonary function test.  A physical symptom sometimes associated with asbestosis is clubbed !
ngers. This is caused by the lack of oxygen in the blood.

• Cancer – cancer of the lungs is the most common cancer associated with exposure. Other body organs may
become cancerous including the throat, gastrointestinal tract, ovaries and kidneys. Onset of disease is generally
10 to 40 years after initial exposure.

• Mesothelioma - cancer that begins in the tissue mesothelium, the lining of the lungs, heart, stomach and other
organs. According to a 2018 estimate from the National Cancer Institute, less than 2 % of all cancers are
mesothelial.

Mesothelioma is often diagnosed 10 to 50 year after initial exposure. Mesothelioma
(https://cancergenome.nih.gov/cancersselected/Mesothelioma) is the most deadly form of asbestos cancer, and a$ects the 
mesothelial cells (cells that make up the membrane that line the pleural cavity, abdominal cavity, and heart sac,) or those 
which line either the chest or abdomen. The pleural cavity is the body cavity that encases your lungs. Diseases that a$ect this 
cavity are often called pleural diseases. Pleural diseases can be malignant (cancer causing) or nonmalignant. Pleural 
mesothelioma is when the cells of the chest wall are damaged. Peritoneal mesothelioma, cancer in the abdomen, is another

form of mesothelioma thought to be caused by coughing up and swallowing asbestos !bers. The nonmalignant pleural 
diseases caused by asbestos exposure are pleural plaques, pleural thickening and pleural e$usion. More on these diseases 
can be found at the National Institutes of Health (https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-
topics/topics/asb/links) website.
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United States
CONSUMER PRODUCT
SAFETY COMMISSION

Klein Tools Recalls Blackfire and KleinKlein Tools Recalls Blackfire and Klein
Tools Power Stations Due to Fire andTools Power Stations Due to Fire and
Burn HazardsBurn Hazards

https://www.cpsc.gov/


Name of Product:

Portable Rechargeable Power Stations

Hazard:

The top and bottom of the internal

inverter boards of the power stations

can overheat, posing ;re and burn

hazards.

Remedy:

Refund

Recall Date:

December 21, 2023

Units:

About 3,800 (In addition, about 164

were sold in Canada) 

Consumer

Contact

Klein Tools at 800-527-3099 from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. CT Monday through
Friday or online at www.kleintools.com/recall/ktb1000 for Klein Tools power
stations or www.black;re.com/recall/pac1000 for Black;re power stations,

Recalled Klein Tools KTB1000

Portable Rechargeable Power Station
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http://www.kleintools.com/recall/ktb1000
http://www.blackfire.com/recall/pac1000
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2024/Klein-Tools-Recalls-Blackfire-and-Klein-Tools-Power-Stations-Due-to-Fire-and-Burn-Hazards#


United States
CONSUMER PRODUCT
SAFETY COMMISSION

Alliance4Safety and 31 FurnitureAlliance4Safety and 31 Furniture
Companies Recall Millions of PlasticCompanies Recall Millions of Plastic
New Age Furniture Tip-over RestraintNew Age Furniture Tip-over Restraint
Kits Due to Tip-over and EntrapmentKits Due to Tip-over and Entrapment
Hazards to ChildrenHazards to Children

https://www.cpsc.gov/


Name of Product:

New Age Industries (“New Age”)

Furniture tip kits or tip restraints

Hazard:

The plastic zip tie used with the

recalled furniture tip kits can become

brittle or break, which can allow a

clothing storage unit that is anchored

to the wall to detach during a

furniture tip-over event, posing a tip-

over and entrapment hazard that can

result in death or serious injuries to

children.

Remedy:

Replace

Recall Date:

January 11, 2024

Units:

Millions

Recalled New Age tip restraint kit

with plastic zip-tie, 2 brackets, and 2

screws

Consumer Contact
Alliance4Safety toll-free at 855-416-7370 anytime or online at 
www.alliance4safety.org/new-age-recall or www.alliance4safety.org 
and click on “New Age Recall Information” for more information.
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https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2024/Alliance4Safety-and-31-Furniture-Companies-Recall-Millions-of-Plastic-New-Age-Furniture-Tip-over-Restraint-Kits-Due-to-Tip-over-and-Entrapment-Hazards-to-Children#


United States
CONSUMER PRODUCT

SAFETY COMMISSION

Daikin Comfort TechnologiesDaikin Comfort Technologies
Manufacturing (formerly GoodmanManufacturing (formerly Goodman
Manufacturing Company L.P.) ExpandsManufacturing Company L.P.) Expands
Recall of Evaporator Coil Drain Pans toRecall of Evaporator Coil Drain Pans to
Include Additional UnitsInclude Additional Units

https://www.cpsc.gov/


Name of Product:

Evaporator coil drain pans

Hazard:

The molded plastic drain pan located at

the bottom of the evaporator coil can

overheat, melt and deform, posing a 9re

hazard.

Remedy:

Repair

Recall Date:

January 11, 2024

Units:

About 3,600 additional units (In addition,

about 12 were sold in Canada) (298,300

evaporator coil drain pans, and 44,000 in

Canada, were previously recalled in

November 2021 and in July 2022)

Consumer

Contact

DCT toll-free at 888-520-0579 from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. CT Monday through Friday, or
online at www.recallrtr.com/drainpan or www.goodmanmfg.com and click on

Furnace con9gurations for recalled

evaporator coil drain pans showing an

up-Xow coil con9guration

“PRODUCT RECALL” for more information.
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https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2022/Daikin-Comfort-Technologies-Manufacturing-formerly-Goodman-Manufacturing-Company-L-P-Expands-Recall-of-Evaporator-Coil-Drain-Pans-to-Include-Those-Installed-with-Non-Condensing-Gas-Furnaces-Due-to-Fire-Hazard
http://www.recallrtr.com/drainpan
https://www.goodmanmfg.com/
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2024/Daikin-Comfort-Technologies-Manufacturing-formerly-Goodman-Manufacturing-Company-LP-Expands-Recall-of-Evaporator-Coil-Drain-Pans-to-Include-Additional-Units#


Recall DetailsRecall Details

Description:

This recall expansion includes certain units manufactured between January 2019 and

February 2020 that were incorrectly marked. DCT recently discovered that a limited

number of evaporator coils that were manufactured during that time frame were

incorrectly marked with a 2018 serial number, indicating that the unit was

manufactured in 2018.  The recall scope now includes about 3,600 additional units with

the following con9gurations and coil serial numbers, as shown in the table below:

TypeType

CoilCoil

ConDgurationConDguration

AFectedAFected

FurnaceFurnace

BrandsBrands

AFectedAFected

CoilCoil

SerialSerial

NumbersNumbers

DatesDates

SoldSold

Condensing

furnace

system

Up-Flow

(Coil above

Furnace)
All

Pre9xes

ranging

from 1901

through

2101 and

certain

pre9xes

ranging

Jan.

2019

through

Nov.

2021
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CAHI 
Presidents 

Stanley Bajerski

Bernie Caliendo 

Robert Dattilo 

Woody Dawson 

Michael DeLugan 

David Hetzel 

William Kievit

Richard Kobylenski 

Dan Kristiansen 

Scott Monforte 

Joseph Pelliccio 

Pete Petrino 

Dwight Uffer 

They have served as our 
primary leaders and in  

other capacities since 1992.

Please thank them for  
their service when you 

have a chance.

CT Home Inspection
Licensing Board  

Larry Willette, Chairman   (Tolland)          Inspector

Richard Kobylenski    (Coventry) Inspector

Bruce Schaefer   (Woodbridge) Inspector

Marc Champagne   (Monroe) Inspector

Tim Needham   (Simsbury) Inspector

Vacant Inspector

Vacant Public Member

Vacant Public Member

CAHI
Executive Board 

President    Dan Kristiansen
203-257-0912

Vice President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Director 

Director 

 Michael Gauthier Jr

 Jason Kearns 
860-398-9931

 Woody Dawson 
203-710-1795

  Jeff Poynton 
203-528-6341

John P Swokla 
860-345-8953

Bruce Walsh 
860-622-1110

Louis Nero Jr 
860-980-0316

Brian Filush

The Licensing Board meetings
are held at 9:30 am

Dept of Consumer Protection
165 Capitol Avenue. Hartford

The public is always welcome.

Articles published in CAHI Monthly are
the sole opinion of the author. CAHI

does not endorse or state a position for
or against the content of said articles.

Contact CAHI c/o
Dan Kristiansen

 394 Shelton Avenue   
Shelton, CT., 06484   

Email: dkristians@aol.com
Web: www.ctinspectors.com
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Mike Drouin

860-384-2741

203-376-1095

katemesserphotography
Underline
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